
Joshua 4:1-5:15 
 



How we should prepare our 
hearts for living in the 
Promised Land (the future): 
 
 
1. Make It A Point To Remember 
 
 

 
 



(4:1-6) When the whole nation had 
finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD 
said to Joshua, "Choose twelve men 
from among the people, one from each 
tribe, and tell them to take up twelve 
stones from the middle of the Jordan 
from right where the priests stood and to 

          carry them over with you and put 
          them down at the place where you 
           stay tonight.” 



So Joshua called together the twelve 
men he had appointed from the 
Israelites, one from each tribe, and 
said to them, "Go over before the ark 
of the LORD your God into the middle 
of the Jordan.  Each of you is to take 
up a stone on his shoulder, according 

     to the number of the tribes of 
     the Israelites, to serve as a sign 
           among you. 

 



(4:6-7) In the future, when your 
children ask you, 'What do these 
stones mean?' tell them that the 
flow of the Jordan was cut off 
before the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD.  When it crossed the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan 
were cut off.  These stones are to 
be a memorial to the people of 
Israel forever” 
 
 



How we should prepare our 
hearts for living in the 
Promised Land (the future): 
 
 
2. Go back to square one. 
 
 

 
 



(5:2-5) At that time the LORD said to 
Joshua, "Make flint knives and 
circumcise the Israelites again."  So 
Joshua made flint knives and 
circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath 
Haaraloth.   
 
 



(5:2-5) Now this is why he did so:  All 
those who came out of Egypt--all the 
men of military age--died in the desert 
on the way after leaving Egypt.  All 
the people that came out had been 
circumcised, but all the people born in 
the desert during the journey from                       

            Egypt had not. 
 
 



"This is the covenant that you and 
your descendants must keep:  
Each male among you must be 
circumcised...this will be a sign 
that you and they have accepted 
this covenant...All must be 
circumcised.  Your bodies will 
thus bear the mark of my 
everlasting covenant."  
 
(Genesis 17:10, 11, 13 NLT) 

 
 



"True circumcision is not a cutting of the 
body but a change of heart produced by 
God's Spirit.“ 
(Romans 2:29 NLT) 
 
“I know your deeds, your hard work and 
your perseverance ... Yet I hold this 
against you:  You have forsaken your 
first love.  Remember the height from 
which you have fallen!  Repent and do 
the things you did at first.”         

         
(Revelation 2:2,4-5) 
 
 

 



How we should prepare our 
hearts for living in the 
Promised Land (the future): 
 
 
3. Recognize how sacred this        

  moment is. 
 
 

 
 



(5:13-15) Now when Joshua was near 
Jericho, he looked up and saw a man 
standing in front of him with a drawn 
sword in his hand.  Joshua went up to 
him and asked, "Are you for us or for 
our enemies?"  "Neither," he replied, 
"but as commander of the army of the 

          LORD I have now come.” 



Then Joshua fell facedown to the 
ground in reverence, and asked him, 
“What message does my Lord have 
for his servant?”  The commander of 
the LORD's army replied, “Take off 
your sandals, for the place where you 
are standing is holy.”  And Joshua did 

          so. 
 
 



God is right here with you this 
moment and every moment.  
 
If you want to enter the 
Promised Land tomorrow, 
acknowledge His presence in 
your life today.  
 
 
 


