
Acts 5:1-11
Motivation of the Heart



Acts Background
The church is not a building.  
Instead, the church is a 
gathering of believers and 
followers of Jesus Christ.

ekklesia – The called out 
ones



Acts 4:32-36

The early church living 
generously.

Practicing stewardship: 
Everything was viewed as 

belonging to God.



Acts 4:32-39
Becoming a Christian in 

ancient times: 
1. Be disowned by family
2. Be disowned by your 
    extended community.
3. Lose your job or 
    business.



Acts 4:32-39           
Living generously

• Meeting and serving one 
another (Time)

• Focus on the Lord and 
people. (Focus-Priority)
• Generously supported 

Kingdom work (Financial)



Time
Ephesians 5:15-16

• Everyone gets 168 hours 
in a week.

• We can’t manage time 
but the Lord’s given us   
the ability to manage 

ourselves.



Focus – Priority
Matt. 11:28-29

• The pace of life in our 
Western Culture is 

unhealthy.
• People are either living 
worn out or isolated in 

loneliness.



Financial
Mark 12:41-44

• Statistics tell us that only 
10-25% of regular church 

attenders tithe.
• Of those people who tithe, 
the giving is roughly 2.5% of 

income.



“Honoring God by bringing a gift back 
to him acknowledges his importance in 
your life. By choosing to return a gift 

to God, you are essentially saying, 
“God, I am thankful for the life, health, 

breath, and intelligence you have 
given me to be able to earn this 

money. Apart from you, I wouldn’t 
have anything in my life. So I am going 

to honor you by returning a part of 
what you’ve given me.”

 The Generosity Ladder: Searcy, Henson – Pg 47



The early church and  
financial giving.

• People brought a tithe. (in 
proportion to income)
• People gave at the 

beginning of the week
• People went over and above 
as they were no longer under 

the “law”.



Acts 5:1-11

A contrasting case 
study.



Acts 5:1-11
The lie of Ananias & 

Sapphira
1. Ananias = “The Lord is 
    gracious “
2. Sapphira = “Beautiful”
3. Wealthy business 
    owners.



The motivation of my 
heart:

• Loving God (Prioritize)
• Building Community 

(Meet and Serve)
• Making Disciples        
(Live generously)



Takeaway:
What is the motivation of 

your heart with the 
things the Lord has   

given you?

Acts 5:1-11


