
Acts 17
Exposing the idols of       

our hearts.



Acts Background
Paul’s missionary 

journeys have become 
the focal point of the 

Gospel message moving 
through the Roman 

empire.



What idols are hanging 
around your heart?

A question to ponder:



Acts 17:16-34

Paul in Athens, 
a city of idols.



-Pisidia 



Athens in Paul’s day.

Mars Hill/
Areopagus

Parthanon

Marketplace



Athens today.

Mars Hill/
Areopagus

Parthanon



Paul’s message to the Athenians:
1. You worship many idols but you 

don’t even know the real God.  
2. God does not come from people. 
3. People come from God.  
4. Stop worshipping idols and start  
    worshipping God. (the heart) 
5. The resurrection of Jesus is God’s  
    way of proving to you that He is    
    God.  “He has given proof of this to   
    all men by raising [Jesus] from the    
    dead.” (Acts 17:31) 
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Greek vs. Jewish thinking 
about the message of Jesus.

Greek Philosophy: 
Struggle with the notion that one 

can be raised from the dead. 
 

Jewish Thought: 
Struggle with the idea that the 

Messiah suffered and died a 
humiliating death. 



God’s heart for us, our hearts 
for Him: (Acts 17:28)

Jesus replied: “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with 
all your mind” Matthew 22:37

“Heart” in Hebrew = “the 
kernel of the nut”



How do we identify the         
idols in our lives?

1.   What disappoints you?
2.  What do you complain about 

the most?
3.  Where do you make financial 

sacrifices?
4.  What worries you?
5.  Where is your sanctuary? 

(Where do you go for 
emotional rescue?)

Gods at War, Kyle Idleman pg39-40



What will you do with the 
idols in your heart today?

1.  Identify them.
2.  Get rid of them. (Fire 

them)
3.  Guard your heart.

 

The Takeaway:
 



1. Identify 
our idols.

This is hard 
work.

 



2. Get rid of them. (Fire them)
 



3. Guard your heart.
  Above all else, guard your heart, 

for everything you do flows 
from it.

Proverbs 4:23
As water reflects the face,
    so one’s life reflects the heart    
                          Proverbs 27:19


