The Gospel of John

(Good news of Jesus Christ)

John 20
An Unexpected Witness of
the Resurrection and a
Doubter

John 20: the history of Resurrection
Appearances of Jesus
• While verses 19 to 21 tell the story of
Jesus appearing ”when the disciples
were together, while the doors were
locked. . .”, most of the chapter is
devoted to telling us about the
appearance of Jesus to two individualsMary Magdalene (verses 10 to 18) and
“Doubting” Thomas (verses 24 to 31).
• First, let’s look at Mary Magdalene.

Confusion about the identity of
Mary Magdalene

• Even among Christians who are serious students
of the Bible, there has been confusion about the
identity of Mary Magdalene.
• Many confuse her with the woman caught in
adultery in John 7:53-8:11 and/or with the ”sinful
woman” who anoints Jesus in Luke 7:36-50.
• Luke, who introduces Mary Magdalene in 8:2,
does not identify her with the “sinful woman” in
7:36-50. In fact, Luke takes extra effort to identify
her identity by introducing her as “Mary
Magdalene.”
• The only thing we know for sure about her is that
seven demons had gone out of her (Luke 8:2).
• In our contemporary language, Mary was a
mentally ill woman!

An extremely important piece of
information

• In first century Israel, according to the
rules of the Sanhedrin, a woman’s
testimony had very limited value.
Only Two acceptable occasions:
• 1. A woman may testify that her
husband is dead!
• 2. A woman may be a witness for a
widow’s remarriage!

The predominantly patriarchal
society considered women as
congenital liars!
• And they pointed to Scripture to
prove their point!
1. Genesis 3:3 (Eve)
2. Genesis 18:15 (Sarah)
3. Genesis 31:35 (Rachel)

All Women are liars!
• This was the commonly and
predominantly accepted opinion
of most of the people.
• In such a world, to have a
woman as the first witness of
the most important event of the
Gospel is really remarkable.

Yet ALL FOUR Gospels present Mary
Magdalene, a WOMAN who was well known
as one who was not well, who was a
demoniac- a mentally ill person- as the first
witness of the Resurrection!
• This is truly amazing! Either the people
who “made up” the Resurrection story
are incredibly stupid to make a woman
the witness to the most critical part of
the story they were “creating” OR they
are reporting the events accurately as
they happened.

Why do we find Mary as the first
witness of Resurrection in ALL Four
Gospels?
• Because Resurrection story as we read in
the Gospels is accurate in every respect;
it’s reported exactly as it happened.
• If the Resurrection story was ”made up”
by Peter and others, then Mary would
never have been the witness; it would
have been a MAN, because a woman’s
testimony was worth nothing; was totally
unacceptable to all their contemporaries.

This is strong proof for the
historicity of the Resurrection
narrative!
• If Resurrection story was a made up storymade up by Peter and other disciples- we
would never have found a woman- and that
too a formerly mentally ill (demon possessed)
woman- as the first witness.
• Why? A woman’s testimony was worthless
among the contemporaries of the disciples
• Then why do we see Mary Magdalene as the
first witness of the Resurrection?
• She was the first witness; this narrative is not
made up; it actually happened as it is written!

All four Gospels affirm that
she was the first witness!
• The first to go to the tomb on Sunday
morning:
• “Now on the first day of the week
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
early, while it was still dark, and saw
that the stone had been taken away
from the tomb.” (John 20:1 ESV)
• See also Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1;
and Luke 24:1

Mary - the one who waited at the
tomb when Peter and John and
others went home
• “Then the disciples went back to
their homes. But Mary stood
weeping outside the
tomb . . . .” (John 20:10-11 ESV)

Mary, the first one to see the Risen Lord
•

“. . . and as she wept she stooped to look into the
tomb.12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting
where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and
one at the feet. 13 They said to her, "Woman, why are
you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have
laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and
saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was
Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Supposing him to
be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him,
and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her,
"Mary." She turned and said to him in Aramaic,
"Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).”
(John 20:11-16 ESV)

Mary Magdalene:
”Apostle to the Apostles”
• The fact that Mary Magdalene is the
first witness of the Resurrection has
earned her the title “Apostle to the
Apostles”!

• “apostola apostolorum”

“Doubting” Thomas
(Didymus = Twin)
• “Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called
the Twin, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25 So the other disciples told him,
"We have seen the Lord." But he said to
them, "Unless I see in his hands the
mark of the nails, and place my finger
into the mark of the nails, and place my
hand into his side, I will never
believe." (John 20:24-25 ESV).

Jesus Doesn’t Reject Those Who
Doubt and Question
•

26 Eight days later, his disciples were
inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus
came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you." 27 Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see
my hands; and put out your hand, and
place it in my side. Do not disbelieve,
but believe." (John 20:26-27 ESV)

When Evidence is Presented,
Respond in Faith
• 28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and
my God!” (John 20:28)
• Notice that Jesus does not say to Thomas:
“Don’t call me Lord or God.” In other
words, Jesus affirms what Thomas says.
• 29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have
believed." (John 20:29 ESV)

Between the two appearances
Jesus Commissioned the Disciples
•

19 “On the evening of that day, the first day of the
week, the doors being locked where the disciples
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said to them, "Peace be with
you." 20 When he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them
again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, even so I am sending you." 22 And when he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” (John 20:19-23
ESV)

Encounter with Living Christ
Must Result in Making Disciples!
• “As the Father has sent me, even so
I am sending you” - An echo of the
Great Commission:
• “Go and make disciples of all
nations (ta ethna)……”
Matthew 28:19-20

