
TRUTH CONNECT 
Encouraging & equipping Christian leaders globally 

for godly transformation locally.

www.truthconnect.org

Don & Karen Schreier



 Focused on Leaders !

“To add growth,  
lead followers ~  

to multiply,  
lead leaders.”  

John C. Maxwell 

Everything rises and falls on leadership. 
www.truthconnect.org



Truth Connect Ministry Team
* Teachers    * Prayer-walkers

Host Country’s 
Church & Community Leaders
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The Strategy!

Impact: 100 X 100 = 10,000

LTC



Hyderabad, India Leadership Training Conference (LTC), February 2020
Hosted by Pastor Moses & Ratnah Kancharla
Truth Connect’s 8th year of ministry in India.

www.truthconnect.org



 One hundred thirty church leaders attend the 3 day 
LTC.

www.truthconnect.org



LTC Question & Answer  
Many questions about the Bible and leadership principles.
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India Leadership Training Conference (LTC) 
February 17 - 19,  2020

www.truthconnect.org



Two day Spiritual Life Conference (SLC), February 2020. 
Grace Baptist Church, Hyderabad, India.

www.truthconnect.org



The SLC focused on the 7 churches of Revelation 2-3.
Seven small study groups presented their findings to the large group.

 www.truthconnect.org



Pastor Martin & Anne Shikuku 
Glory Baptist Church, Eldoret, Kenya

They have hosted Truth Connect LTCs for 5 years.

www.truthconnect.org



Glory Baptist Church has an Academy, an Orphanage and adult Bible School 
Eldoret, Kenya

www.truthconnect.org



The most severe flooding in decades!

Locust swarms, 
millions and millions! 

Kenya’s “perfect” storm in the spring 2020.

www.truthconnect.org



Orphanage (25 children) & school (150 children) 
was torn down, raised up and rebuilt with the help of generous donors. 

www.truthconnect.org



TRUTH CONNECT 

Thank You Emmanuel Church for your support!

.
Make tax deductible donations at www.truthconnect.org 

or through Emmanuel Church.

To receive updates:  don@truthconnect.org. 



Hope In Jesus, Not Tradition 
Mark 7:1-23 



 Tradition:  a custom or belief passed on from  
one generation to another. 



Religious Tradition: a doctrine believed to have 
divine authority though not in the Bible. 



Mark 7  1. The Pharisees and some of the scribes 
gathered around Him when they had come from 
Jerusalem,  2. and had seen that some of His 
disciples were eating their bread with impure 
hands, that is, unwashed.  3. (For the Pharisees and 
all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash 
their hands, thus observing the traditions of the 
elders;  



Mark 7  4. and when they come from the market 
place, they do not eat unless they cleanse 
themselves; and there are many other things which 
they have received in order to observe, such as the 
washing of cups and pitchers and copper pots.) 
5.  The Pharisees and the scribes asked Him, “Why 
do Your disciples not walk according to the 
traditions of the elders, but eat their bread with 
impure hands?” 



Mark 7:1-5
Traditions of men 

- A “religious” person judges others by 
their adherence to religious traditions 
not obedience to Scripture and love 
of God.  This is legalism.  

- Are you a legalist? 



Mark 7  6. And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah 
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This 
people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is 
far away from Me.  7. But in vain do they worship 
Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’  
8.  Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold 
to the tradition of men.”  9. He was also saying to 
them, “You are experts at setting aside the 
commandment of God in order to keep your 
tradition. 



Mark 7  10. For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and 
your mother’; and, ‘He who speaks evil of father or 
mother, is to be put to death’;  11. but you say, ‘If a 
man says to his father or his mother, whatever I 
have that would help you is Corban (that is to say, 
given to God), 12. you no longer permit him to  do 
anything for his father or his mother;  13. thus 
invalidating the word of God by your tradition 
which you have handed down; and you do many 
things such as that.” 



Mark 7:6-13
 Bible Over Tradition
- The Bible always has authority    
  over tradition  
- Jesus’ great commandment:     

  Love God, Love People  
- Are you a hypocrite?  



Mark 7  14. After He called the crowd to Him 
again, He began saying to them, “Listen to Me, all 
of you, and understand:  15. there is nothing 
outside a person which can defile him if it goes into 
him; but the things which proceed out of the 
person are what defile the him.  16. If anyone has 
ears to hear, let him hear.”  17. When he had left 
the crowd and entered the house, His disciples 
questioned Him about the parable. 



Mark 7  18. And He said to them, “Are you so 
lacking in understanding also? Do you not 
understand that whatever goes into the person 
from outside cannot defile Him,  19. because it 
does not go into his heart, but into his stomach and 
is eliminated?” (Thus He declared all foods clean.)  
20.  And He was saying, “That which proceeds out 
of the person, that is what defiles him; 



Mark 7   21. For from within out of the heart of 
men proceed the evil thoughts, sexual immorality, 
theft, murder, adultery,  22. coveting and 
wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, 
slander, pride and foolishness.  23. All these evil 
things proceed from within and defile the person.” 



Mark 7:14-23

      Eating food does not make you unclean or sinful. 
Sin and darkness in your heart makes you unclean. 

Is your heart unclean today? 



A polluted well poisons   
no matter how sweet you make the tea. 

“The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand 
it?  I the LORD, search the heart…”   Jeremiah 17:9-10 



Is your heart clean or dirty? 

Tradition cannot cleanse/save you, only Jesus can. 

 

“Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.”   
Romans 10:13 

“… the blood of Jesus … 
cleanses us from all sin.”                 

1 John 1:7 


