
Hope in trusting God’s design
Mark 10:1-12



Proverbs 3:5-8
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
  and do not lean on your own understanding.
6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he 
  will make straight your paths.
7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the  
  Lord, and turn away from evil.
8 It will be healing to your flesh and 
  refreshment to your bones



God’s understanding vs human 
understanding

• Don’t lean on your understanding.
• Trust God’s understanding.
• Don’t be wise in your own eyes, 
   call sin what it is and keep away.
• Trusting in God’s design is healing 
   and refreshing.



Mark 10:1-12
1 And he left there and went to the region of 
Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds 
gathered to him again. And again, as was his 
custom, he taught them. 2 And Pharisees 
came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He 
answered them, “What did Moses command 
you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to 
write a certificate of divorce and to send her 
away.” 



5 And Jesus said to them, “Because of your 
hardness of heart he wrote you this 
commandment. 6 But from the beginning of 
creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 
7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the 
two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no 
longer two but one flesh. 9 What therefore 
God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”



10 And in the house the disciples asked him 
again about this matter. 11 And he said to 
them, “Whoever divorces his wife and 
marries another commits adultery against 
her, 12 and if she divorces her husband and 
marries another, she commits adultery.”



Background
• A trap is set
• Herod Antipas   
• Jesus demolishes 
  the question with 
  truth of God’s 
  design for men, 
  women and 
  marriage.



Marriage is a picture of God’s 
intended relationship with   

Christ and the church.
• Two become one in flesh. It’s a 
   profound mystery. (Eph. 5:31-32)
• There’s forgiveness and mercy in 
   the midst sinfulness and 
   brokenness.



Next Step Questions
• Where or with what are you leaning 
   on your own understanding?
• In what areas are you not running 
   from sin?
• How would your attitude or daily 
   living be different, if you trusted in 
  God’s design/understanding?
   



Jesus is our hope because 
we can lean solely

 on His understanding.

• Have you received Jesus as Lord?
• Talk about your next steps with 
   someone this week.


