
Hope in the Authority of Jesus
Mark 11:11-33



Mark 11:15-19
15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he 
entered the temple and began to drive out 
those who sold and those who bought in the 
temple, and he overturned the tables of the 
money-changers and the seats of those who 
sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow 
anyone to carry anything through the 
temple. 



17 And he was teaching them and saying to 
them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all the nations’? 
But you have made it a den of robbers.” 
18 And the chief priests and the scribes heard 
it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for 
they feared him, because all the crowd was 
astonished at his teaching. 19 And when 
evening came they went out of the city.



Narrative Background:
• Jesus has made his triumphal entry 
   into the city.
• The temple courts had become a 
   market place and a through way  
   for city traffic.
• The Chief Priests had a side hustle 
   with the temple market.
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Mark 11:27-33
27 And they came again to Jerusalem. And 
as he was walking in the temple, the chief 
priests and the scribes and the elders came 
to him, 28 and they said to him, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, or who 
gave you this authority to do them?” 
29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one 
question; answer me, and I will tell you by 
what authority I do these things. 



30 Was the baptism of John from heaven or 
from man? Answer me.” 31 And they 
discussed it with one another, saying, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did 
you not believe him?’ 32 But shall we say, 
‘From man’?”—they were afraid of the 
people, for they all held that John really was 
a prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, “We 
do not know.” And Jesus said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I do 
these things.”



Narrative Background:

• Jesus, in boldness, goes right at the 
   hearts of the priests and scribes.
    • Who was John the Baptist?
    • Who do you say that I am?



Next Step Questions
• Do you trust in the authority of the 
   Lord in your life?
• In what ways have you given yourself 
   to or ignored the Authority of Jesus?
• How would your attitude or daily 
   living be different, if you trusted 
   completely in Jesus’ authority?



We can fully trust in the 
authority Jesus has over all 

creation.

• Have you received Jesus as Lord?
• Talk about your next steps with 
   someone this week.


