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D e n n i s  M i l l e r  – E m m a n u e l  S p e c i a l  N e e d s  M i n i s t r y



Exodus 4:11
The LORD said to him, “Who gave human beings their 
mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who gives 
them sight or makes them blind? Is it not, I the LORD?  

God unapologetically takes ownership of 
disabilities!



Jeremiah 1:5
“Before I formed you in the womb, I 
knew you, before you were born, I 
set you apart; I appointed you as a 
prophet to the nations.” 



Psalm 139: 13-16
(13-14) For you created my inmost being; you knit 
me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made. …... 
(15) My frame was not hidden from you when I was 
made in the secret place, when I was woven together 
in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my 
unformed body; all the days ordained for me were 
written in your book before one of them came to be. 



John 9 1-7 
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His 
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his 
parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the 
works of God might be displayed (revealed/glorify) in 
him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who 
sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.” After saying this, 
he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and 
put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the 
Pool of Siloam” So the man went and washed and came 
home seeing. 



Jeremiah 29:11
For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future.

This applies to all, including persons 
with disabilities. 



Ephesians 1:11; 2:8-10
1:11;  In him we were also chosen, having been 
predestined according to the plan of him who works out 
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will…
2:8-10;  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— (9) not by 
works, so that no one can boast. (10) For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 

God has prepared good works for all, including persons with 
disabilities.



Mark 2: 2-5; 2: 11-12
They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room 
left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to 
them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried 
by four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because 
of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by 
digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying 
on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed 
man, “Son, your sins are forgiven”… (11-12) “I tell you, get up, 
take your mat and go home.” He got up, took his mat and 
walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and 
they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like 
this!” 

Is this parable about healing or advocacy?



Capernaum



Matthew 25:40

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did for me.”

The opposite is also true.



Ministry of Opportunity
ABLE Members provide all of us an opportunity 

to become more like Jesus and practice the “Fruit 
of the Spirit”.  Love, Joy, Peace, Forbearance, 
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, 

and Self Control.

A : Acceptance, kindness, goodness
B : Believe, forbearance (patience)
L : Love, compassion, empathy, faithfulness
E : Embrace:  welcome them, invite them, no - compel    

them into God’s Great Banquet Hall - the Church     



Disability by the Numbers
One in Ten (or 10% or approximately 700 million) 
of all persons worldwide either are, or will 
become, disabled sometime in their lives.  
(United Nations)
80% of families with a person with disabilities 
remain un/under-churched.  (Article: The 
Church and Disabilities, Ellen Stumbo)



Jesus’ Disability Ministry 
• Approximately 75% of all miracles recorded and performed by 

Jesus in the New Testament, relate to persons with disabilities.  
(Bible.org) 

• He sought them out, He acted, He allowed for their interruptions, 
He went to them, He welcomed them, He ministered to them.  

• Persons with disabilities need to hear the word of Jesus as much 
as we  do. 

• Jesus healed blindness, deafness, Leprosy, the bleeding women, 
the paralytic man, the epileptic, in six cases Jesus’ healed people 
with mental illnesses, Lazarus….



Take Away

• Who is presenting you with a Ministry of 
Opportunity?
• Not all disabilities are physical, mental and/or 
or cognitive!  
• Will you meet the opportunity?
• Will you become more Jesus-like? 
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