


Christmas unwrapped
• A time to live authentically. 
  (Integrity, honesty, being real)
• A time to live it out. (faith)
• A time to spread the news. 
  (Tell others about Jesus)
• A time to slow down. 



Unraveled vs Unwrapped
• Unraveling occurs when 
   something is falling apart.
• Unwrapping occurs when 
   we are ready to use 
   something from it’s packaged 
   form.



Matthew 1:18-23
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took 
place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was 
found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But as he considered these



things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22 All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet:



23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son,  and they shall call his name 
Immanuel”

24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her 
not until she had given birth to a son. 
And he called his name Jesus.



Joseph unraveled?
• Engagement with Mary 
  was a family/public contract.
• Shame and dishonor
• Personal hurt



What God unwrapped for Joseph 
was an opportunity to live in 

authenticity, integrity and grace

1.  Giving mercy instead of wrath. 
      But God demonstrates his own        
      love for us in this: While we were
      still sinners, Christ died for us.

                                  Romans 5:8



What God unwrapped for Joseph 
was an opportunity to live in 

authenticity, integrity and grace

2.   Adoption 
he predestined us for adoption 
to sonship through Jesus Christ, 
in accordance with his pleasure 
and will—               Ephesians 1:5



What God unwrapped for Joseph 
was an opportunity to live in 

authenticity, integrity and grace

3.   The ability to live in obedience 
And I will put my Spirit in you 
and move you to follow my 
decrees and be careful to keep 
my laws.
                     Ezekiel 36:27



What opportunities has the 
Lord unwrapped for you 
this Christmas season in 

order that you may learn to 
walk with Him more?

Question to ponder:


