


The Church & You
1. Where did the church come from? Jesus.  

2. What’s most important? Love God, love people, go tell. 

3. What is the church? The ekklesia, called out ones of God. 

4. Is the church an organization? Yes. All God does is organized.

Who is the boss?



The Church & You

Who’s the boss?

Church authority resides in four 
 “ruling church offices.” 
Do you know what they are?



Who’s the boss?

1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 

2. He was in the beginning with God.
3. All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing  

made that was made.
4. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
5. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
14.And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His 

glory, glory as from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:1-5, 14 



Who’s the boss?  The church’s ruling authorities.

The Church’s Ruling Authorities
Jesus Christ  >  The Apostles  >  Pastors  >  Deacons

Church Leaders
Deaconesses, Missions Department Director, 
Community Group Leaders, Choir Director, 
Tech Dept. Director, Sunday School teachers, 
Children’s & Youth Directors, Administrative 
Director, Building & Grounds Director, etc.



Who’s the boss?  The church’s ruling authorities.

Ruling Office of Church Head:  Jesus Christ
Mt. 28:18  “ All authority in heaven and earth has been given to Me.” 

Eph. 1:22-23   “… not only in this age but the age to come…. 
He [the Father] put all things under His [Jesus] feet and gave Him as 
head over all things to the church, which is the body, the fullness of 
Him who fills all in all.” 

Col. 1:18   “And He [Jesus] is the head of the body, the church.”



Who’s the boss?  The church’s ruling authorities.

Jesus is the church’s primary leadership role model. 
12. “When He [Jesus] had washed their feet 
and put on his outer garments and resumed 
his place, He said to them, ‘Do you 
understand what I have done to you? 13. 
You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you are 
right, for so I am. 14. If I then, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. 15. For I 
have given you an example, that you should 
do just as I have done to you. 16. Truly, truly, 
I say to you, a servant is not greater than his 
master….’”  John 13:12-16 Servant leadership



Who’s the boss?  The church’s ruling authorities.

What would servant-leadership look like where you 
live, work and play?



Who’s the boss?  The church’s ruling authorities.

The World The Church Church Accountability 

Leader

The people.

The lost.

The people.

Mark 10:42-45.  “And Jesus called them to Him and said to them, ‘You know that those who 
are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them. But it shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you must be your servant and whoever would be first among 
you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give His life as a ransom for many.’”

Leader

Leader
The church



Who’s the boss?  The church’s ruling authorities.
Ruling church office of Apostle. 

1. The Apostles were a unique and specially 
qualified group of men in the first century 
responsible to evangelize and establish the 
early church.

2. They were empowered by the Holy Spirit to 
work miracles that demonstrated their God 
given authority as Apostles.

3. The Holy Spirit used them in giving the 
inspired writings of the New Testament.

4. Once their unique job was completed, the 
office of Apostle permanently closed. 



Who’s the boss?  The church’s ruling authorities.

Ruling church office of Apostle. 
The unique calling and qualifications of an  Apostle:

★ Called directly by Jesus.                                                                          
Luke 6:12-16;  Acts 1:2;  1 Cor. 1:1

★ Witnessed the Lord's death & resurrection.                                               
Acts 1:1-3;  1 Cor. 15:6-9

★ Performed signs of a true Apostle.                                                             
2 Cor. 12:12; Acts 3:1-10; 5:12-16

★ Wrote New Testament Scriptures that have 
guided and influenced the church ever since.



Who’s the boss?  The church’s ruling authorities.

Beware of false Christs and Apostles today! 

Jesus said, “See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, 
saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray.”  Mt. 24:4-5

Paul declared there were fakers who boasted that they were Apostles. He warned, 
“For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as 
apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of 
light. So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of 
righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.”  2 Cor. 11:13-15



Who’s the boss?  The church’s ruling authorities.

Beware of false Christs and Apostles today! 

• Religious preaching, teaching, writings that 
omit man's sin and Jesus Christ as the Savior 
of the lost. But they tell wonderful stories!

• TV, movies, videos & video games, music, 
print sources that present and support 
teachings contrary to God’s word, the Bible. 

• The occult (secret societies, clubs), fortune-
telling, horoscopes, palm reading, prophecies 
of "secret knowledge.”Rodent bait: 

99 % wheat, 1% poison



Who’s the boss?  The church’s ruling authorities.

Beware of false Christs and Apostles—‘test the spirits’ 
John says, ‘Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the 
world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not 
confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of antichrist, which you 
heard is coming and now is in the world already. Little children, you are from 
God and have overcome them, for He who is in you is greater than he who 
is in the world. They are from the world, and the world listens to them.”  
                                                                                                           1 John 4:1-5



The Church & You
Who’s the boss?
Ruling church offices: 

Office of Church Head, position is eternally filled - X 
Office of Apostle, position is closed - X 

Office of Pastor, still open - X 
Office of Deacon, still open - X 




