
Being A Unifying Church Member



Colossians 3:12-17
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing 
with one another and, if one has a complaint 
against another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
14 And above all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 



15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 
one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.



Instructions for unified living for the 
believers.

“Put on”…or Work at:
   • forgiving complaints and grievances. 
   • peace - being the mode of operation 
     that “rules” your heart. 
   • thankfulness.
   • doing everything in the name of Jesus



Why is unity so hard?

1.  Can’t we all just get along…?
2.  The sin nature, the world, the enemy. 
3.  Unity is gut wrenching work.  It 

requires everything from each 
individual in the group.



Unity is not…
• Equality referendums
• Being in the same room
• Political correctness (saying 
  something correctly)
• Being kind to someone only 
  when face to face



Steps to pursue unity:
• Am I honoring and preferring others? 

Or, do I just want it to be my way?
• How’s my gossip? (James 3:1-12)
• Am I addressing my attitude, my self- 

talk, thoughts? (2 Corinthians 10:5)
• Am I reminding myself, who the real 

enemy is? (Ephesians 6:12)



Your place in the church.
• You have a spiritual gift to that is to 

be used to build up the body.  You 
and I are to be a unifying force.

• We give away: Time, Talents and 
Treasure

• By choosing to do these things, we 
choose unity.



Your Next Step.
• Am in unity with the Lord?
      - Do I belong to Jesus?
• Where am I excelling in unity and 

where am I divisive?
• Let our actions start and end with 

prayer.
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