
It’s Not About Preferences and Desires



Matthew 20:20-28
20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee 
came up to him with her sons, and kneeling 
before him she asked him for something. 21 And 
he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to 
him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, 
one at your right hand and one at your left, in 
your kingdom.” 22 Jesus answered, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, 



“We are able.” 23 He said to them, “You will 
drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at 
my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those 
for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 
24 And when the ten heard it, they were 
indignant at the two brothers. 25 But Jesus 
called them to him and said, “You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones exercise authority over them. 



26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever 
would be great among you must be your 
servant, 27 and whoever would be first among 
you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.”



Preferences/Arguing among the disciples:

1.  Matthew 18:1-6 – Jesus says the 
   greatest are those who are like children
2. Matthew 20:20-28 – The greatest in 
  heaven are not like the greatest on earth.
3. Luke 22:24-30 – There will be a reward 
  for the disciples.  It won’t be realized in 
  this life.



Preferences in the church:

• Seats
• Music
• Programs
• Facility
• Someone else should take care of 

this



How the Corinthian church was 
observing communion was dysfunctional

1 Corinthians 11:17-22
  • There are divisions/factions among you 
  • Eating and drinking isn’t in order
  • This is about what Jesus did for us.
  • Let’s examine ourselves 
  • Let’s wait on one another - together



Communion: The Bread
1 Corinthians 11:23-24
23 For I received from the Lord what I 
also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, 24 and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
“This is my body, which is for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.”



Communion: The Cup

1 Corinthians 11:25
In the same way also he took the cup, 
after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.”



As we prepare to leave.
• What preferences do we have that 

entangle us in this world rather than 
Jesus.

• Let’s continue to give away: Time, 
Talents and Treasure

• By choosing to do these things, we 
choose unity over our preferences.
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