
One Plants, One Waters, 
God gives the growth



But I, brothers, I could not address you as 
spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as 
infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid 
food, for you were not ready for it. And even 
now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of 
the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife 
among you, are you not of the flesh and 
behaving only in a human way?

1 Corinthians 3:1-11



4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and 
another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being 
merely human? 5 What then is Apollos? What is 
Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as 
the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither 
he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but 
only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants 
and he who waters are one, and each will receive 
his wages according to his labor. 9 For we



are God's fellow workers. You are God’s field,  
God's building.

10 According to the grace of God given to me, 
like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, 
and someone else is building upon it. Let each 
one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no 
one can lay a foundation other than that which 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.



Corinth
Acrocorinth

• First Century Sin City
• Money, Sports, Promiscuity, Enlightened
• A tourism and transient culture



• v7 - Paul planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gives the growth.

• v8 – The one who plants and the one who 
waters are one.  Each works for the Lord.

• v9 – We are God’s fellow workers. You are 
God’s field, God’s building.

Paul’s addressing the division happening in the 
church due to the worship of human wisdom 

and preference for pastoral leaders.



• We stand on 125 years of God working 
in the hearts of people in our area.

• The foundation is and always will be 
Jesus. His Word and people being 
transformed into His image.

Ministry Seasons:



• I was here to lead for an important season 
and a new season has come.

Why is Pastor Kirk leaving?



Is there a problem in the church that’s 
causing Pastor Kirk and others to leave?

• This is a close of a season.
• As the church is now in a place of  

redistributing the leadership work load. 
Pending approval of Elders, the hiring of 
new staff for new ministry needs, it’s time 
to pass the baton.

• God has richly blessed Emmanuel during 
this past season.



Where is Pastor Kirk going?

• Waiting on the Lord.
• Telling the church now, so that we can 

have the best possible transparency.  
And, best possible plan to move ahead.



What happens next with Pastor Kirk?  
• Our leadership boards, the staff and myself 

are working on a detailed succession plan.

What happens next with Emmanuel?  
• The chairman of our Deacon board will begin 

the process of a pastoral search that’s 
outlined in our church constitution. 



Our next steps.
• You’re invited to pray and fast with me 

this week so that you can experience the 
same peace the Lord has given me.

• Be ready and be involved with what the 
Lord has in this next season for the 
movement of His church

• Be resolute to “not miss it”. We will 
always serve a great God!



One Plants, One Waters, 
God gives the growth


