
Kingdom of God: 
Not in talk, but in power



14 I do not write these things to make you 
ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved 
children. 15 For though you have countless  
guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. 
For I became your father in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators of 
me. 17 That is why I sent you Timothy, my 
beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind 

1 Corinthians 4:14-21



you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them 
everywhere in every church. 18 Some are 
arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. 
19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, 
and I will find out not the talk of these arrogant 
people but their power. 20 For the kingdom of 
God does not consist in talk but in power. 
21 What do you wish? Shall I come to you with 
a rod, or with love in a spirit of gentleness?



• First Century Sin City
• Money, Sports, Promiscuity, Enlightened
• Lots of division: Worship of human wisdom   
and preferences.

Corinth



• Paul is getting a harsh treatment by some 
in the church. He gives his own critique in 
response to the Corinthian Church dishonor.

• About judgement from the church:
~ How to regard the Apostles (v1-2)
~ The requirement of faithfulness. There will  

be a grade. (v5)
~ The weight of teaching the Word (v6)

Paul’s addressing the spiritual immaturity 
of elevating preferences in the church.



• v7 – Calling an individual’s sin into account
• v8 – Speaks to the whole church
• 1 Cor. 4:9 - “For I think that God has exhibited 

us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to 
death, because we have become a spectacle 
to the world, to angels, and to men.”

• v10 - If you use “human wisdom”, it’s the 
church that’s acting like fools. 

Paul’s addressing the spiritual immaturity 
of elevating preferences in the church.



• v14 – Not writing this shame, but to 
instruct.

• v15 – countless guides (teachers)
• v16 – Be imitators of me.
• v20 – Kingdom of God does not consist 

in talk but in power.

Completing the instruction on divisions 
in the church regarding human wisdom, 

talent and preference.



Our next steps this week: 
• Are there preferences that get in the way 

of your worship?  Where the church 
becomes more about you than Jesus?

• Are you relying on the power of God to be 
the church?  The Kingdom of God is not 
consist of talk but in power.

• Are we allowing the Lord to make us doors 
and windows by which people see Him?



Kingdom of God: 
Not in talk, but in power


