
Living holy lives
brings unity



1 It is actually reported that there is sexual 
immorality among you, and of a kind that is not 
tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his 
father's wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Ought 
you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done 
this be removed from among you. 3 For though 
absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if 
present, I have already pronounced judgment on 
the one who did such a thing. 4 When you are 

1 Corinthians 5:1-8



assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my 
spirit is present, with the power of our Lord 
Jesus,5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord.  6 Your 
boasting is not good. Do you not know that a 
little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse 
out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, 
as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our 
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.



8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not 
with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and 
evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth.

The point:
Followers of Christ are a new creation 
that have the power to live differently 

than that of a sinful world.



• First Century Sin City
• Money, Sports, Promiscuity, Enlightened
• Lots of division: 1. Worship of human 
wisdom and preferences. 2. Living in sin

Corinth



• 1 Corinthians 5:1-8
• A man has his father’s wife

~ There is boasting
~ People in the church are proud of this

Paul’s addressing the boasting of sinful 
patterns.



• 1 Corinthians 6:1-8
• People in the church are suing each other
• 1 Cor. 6:9-11

Paul’s addressing the boasting of sinful 
patterns.



1 Cor. 6:9-11
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 
homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will 
inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were 
some of you. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.



• Flee sin patterns: Our bodies are temples
• 1 Cor 5:19-20

19 Or do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 
you have from God? You are not your own 
20 for you were bought with a price. So 
glorify God in your body.

Paul’s addressing the boasting of sinful 
patterns.



Our next steps this week: 
• Are there sinful patterns you’re ignoring? 
• Do we believe and trust that the Lord can 

change these patterns in us?
• Prepare our minds for action: 1 Peter 1:13-16

13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being 
sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As 
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of 
your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, 
you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You 
shall be holy, for I am holy.”
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