
Our freedom and 
responsibility in Christ 



19 For though I am free from all, I have made 
myself a servant to all, that I might win more of 
them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in 
order to win Jews. To those under the law I 
became as one under the law (though not being 
myself under the law) that I might win those 
under the law. 21 To those outside the law I 
became as one outside the law (not being 
outside the law of God but under the law of

1 Corinthians 9:19-27



Christ) that I might win those outside the 
law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might 
win the weak. I have become all things to all 
people, that by all means I might save some. 23 
I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may 
share with them in its blessings.  24 Do you not 
know that in a race all the runners run, but only 
one receives the prize? So run that you may 
obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control 
in all things. They do it to receive a perishable



wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not 
run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the 
air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it 
under control, lest after preaching to others I 
myself should be disqualified.

The point:
We have complete freedom in Christ. 
In our freedom, we lay our lives down 

in service to Jesus alone.



• First Century Sin City
• Money, Sports, Promiscuity, Enlightened
• Church division: 1. Worship of human wisdom 
2. Living in sin 3. Responsible Freedom

Corinth



• 1 Corinthians 7
• Marriage

~ God’s plan in physical intimacy
~ Paul’s recommendations for married 

and single people

Paul’s addressing living under the freedom 
of Christ in a way that wins people to 
Jesus.



• Should Christians eat food sacrificed to idols?
• 1 Corinthians 8 

~ Yes, their idols are not gods
~ No, have situational awareness…be wise.

Paul’s addressing living under the freedom 
of Christ in a way that wins people to 
Jesus.



• Yes, their idols are not gods
1 Corinthians 8:4
Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to 
idols, we know that “an idol has no real 
existence,” and that “there is no God but one.”

• No, have situational awareness…be wise.
1 Corinthians 8:13
Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I 
will never eat meat, lest I make my brother 
stumble.



• Look at our lifestyle and actions in light of 
evangelism and Christ centeredness. 

• Paul’s example in surrendering his rights.
• 1 Corinthians 9

~ We live with great intentionality
~ In our freedom we become slaves 

(obedient) to Christ.

Paul’s addressing living under the freedom 
of Christ in a way that wins people to 
Jesus.



Our next steps this week: 
• Are there sinful patterns you’re ignoring 

under the ”banner of freedom”? 
• Do we believe and trust that the Lord can 

give us the strength, wisdom, and provision 
to live for Him in great intentionality?

• How are we living a life of evangelism 
balancing our freedom and responsibility to 
those around us? 
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