
Scripture Reading

Isaiah 55:6~11



What’s Next?
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Era #1

What now? We grieve, forgive, and move forward.

Era #2 Era #3

What’s next? 



God often times uses difficult times and even 
disasters to purify and prune His people in order to 

strengthen them to produce godly fruit.

“‘My thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither 
are your ways My 
ways,’ declares the 
LORD. ‘For as the 
heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than 
your ways and my 
thoughts than your 
thoughts.’”  Isaiah 55:8-9 Carina Nebula

8,500 light years from earth



Romans 8:28  “And we know that for those who love 
God all things work together for good ….

“Nothing under God’s control is ever out of control.” 
Chuck Swindoll

Jesus said, “In the world you will have tribulation….” 
John 16:33



To Rescue 

or 

To Interfere



God allows struggles and hardships to come into our 
lives, not to harm us, but to strengthen and to 

develop us for what’s next.

Abraham - a homeless wanderer            
Genesis 12

Joseph - 13 years a prisoner  
Genesis 37 - 50

Moses - from royalty to shepherd  
Exodus

Paul - given a “thorn in the flesh”  
2 Cor. 12:7



The Jack Pine Tree

Pine cone seeds are released by the heat of fire.



Does God allow bad things to happen to the church?

Matthew 28:19   “Go, make disciples”

Acts 1:8  “be witnesses to the end of the world”

But the church stayed, was comfortable, therefore…

Acts 8:1-4  “a great persecution arose against the church 
in Jerusalem, and they were scattered throughout the 

region … and went about preaching the word.”



What about the church today?
Jesus gave the church two standing orders:

1.  The Great Commandment.  Matthew 22:37-40

- Love God above above everything else.  How? Obey Him.

- Love your neighbor.  How?  Serve them.

2.  The Great Commission.  Matthew 28:19-20

Go, make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you, and behold,  I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.



What’s Next 
Emmanuel Church?

Love God - obey Him

Love your neighbor - serve them

Go, be Jesus’ witness - tell them

Will you?

Jesus commanded us …


