
 

 
Promise Maker / Promise Keeper - Week 8 

 
FELLOWSHIP & REFRESHMENTS (approx 10-15 minutes) 

 
THE GOAL: The Lord’s return - Hope: In the sermon this week, we saw the promise 
of the Jesus’ return.  He will come to rule, judge the earth and finally restore the 
earth to its’ original perfection.  This week in our CG discussion, we’ll see how Paul 
encourages the church to live faithfully in light of the Lord’s return. 

 

LOVING GOD (approx. 10 minutes) 
● Memory Verse: (Have a volunteer read out loud.) And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will 
dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 
their God. -Revelation 21:3 (NIV) 

 
● 2 minutes of silence: 

 
● Devotional: 

The word "hope" in ordinary English vocabulary is generally distinguished from 
certainty. We would say, "I don't know what's going to happen, but I hope it 
happens." 

When you read the word "hope" in the Bible (like in 1 Peter 1:13—"set your hope 
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ"), hope 
is not wishful thinking. It's not "I don't know if it's going to happen, but I hope it 
happens." That's absolutely not what is meant by Christian hope. 

Christian hope is when God has promised that something is going to happen and you 
put your trust in that promise. Christian hope is a confidence that something will 
come to pass because God has promised it will come to pass.  

– John Piper 
 

● Question to consider: 
How confident are you in the hope given to you through Jesus? 
 
 

 

● 2 minutes of silence 
 



 

BUILDING COMMUNITY (approx. 20-25 minutes) 
● Growing Connected: 

Question: If you could ask Christ to change one problem in the world today, what 
would  you like him to change? 
 

● Discussion: Did last week’s message encourage, challenge, or convict you? 

 

MAKING DISCIPLES (approx. 30-35 minutes) 
● Bible Study: Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11. (Have a volunteer read out loud) 

 
1.    What does Paul liken the coming of the Lord to in 5:2-3? In what ways will Jesus’ 
return be like them? 
 
 

 
 

2.    What do we learn about the coming of the Lord from this passage? 
 
 
 
3.    In 1 Thess. 5:4-8, Paul writes that we, as believers, do not belong to the 
night/darkness, but are children of the day/light. How are people who belong to the 
darkness described? What do we learn about how children of the light should be? 
 
 
 
 
4.    What can we learn about God’s heart and will from 1 Thess. 5:9-10? 
 
 
 
5.    According to these verses, what is the believer’s hope to be in? 
 
 
 
 
6.    What are we to be encouraging each other with? (See 4:18 & 5:11) 

 
 
 
  

● Application: 
○ What emotion does this account of the Lord’s coming evoke in you? 

 
 
 

○ On a scale of 1-10 (1 being least & 10 being the most), how would you rate 
your level of hope in what God is saying in this passage, in spite of any current 
difficult life circumstances? 

 



 
○ What is God saying to you through this week’s study? 

 
 
 
 

○ What action step will you take as a result of what God is saying? 
 
 
 
 
       • Going Deeper Resources: 

○ http://assets.denisonforum.org/pdf/books/half-full-or-hopeful.pdf?utm_source
=Cultural+Preaching&utm_campaign=e4bdc4316c-Cultural+Preaching+June
+21,+2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_158a3aef52-e4bdc4316c-2739
05893&mc_cid=e4bdc4316c&mc_eid=a9f933e252 - A great article on how we 
as believers can be optimistic in a pessimistic culture. 

○ https://thebibleproject.com/explore/1-thessalonians/ - An overview of the 
book of 1 Thessalonians 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS / TIME OF PRAYER 
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