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How to Use This Guide
This nine-week guide is set up to correspond to the sermon series,
“Anchor for the Soul – The Attributes of God.” If you miss a weekend
message, you will be able to access it online at emmanuelbaptist.net in the
archived sermons.
For each of the weeks there is a place to write any notes you take from the
sermons. After that space, you will find five devotionals to use during the
week after hearing the sermon. The devotionals lead you to spend some
time in silence preparing to hear from God. There is a Scripture to read
and then the devotional. It concludes with a question to ponder, a prayer,
and another time of silence. There is also a second question for you to
consider during the day or evening to draw your thoughts back to God.
The Community Group Study Guide follows the devotionals along with a
space for prayer requests and notes from your group discussion. The guide
is set up with a Goal section for the group to read out loud together. The
Loving God section provides a memory verse and has the leader choose
one of the devotionals from the week to read together and spend a few
minutes in silence with the Lord. In Building Community, you will find
2-3 questions that help start the group’s conversation. Making Disciples
is the section where you will find the main Bible Study Scriptures and
questions, followed by the application questions. Each group can decide if
participants should go over the Study Guide questions prior to the group
session or just discuss them within the group. The work for the week
between sessions is to read the daily devotionals provided. The Going
Deeper section is optional for those who would like to study more on the
attribute(s) presented. Each week there will be the suggestion of reading
the corresponding chapter(s) in A. W. Tozer’s book, The Knowledge of the
Holy, as well as other websites, videos, books, quotes, and/or music that
will supplement what you are learning and get you thinking more about
the God we serve.
This study is only a scratch on the surface of who God is. We will never
fully understand His ways because they are so far above us (Isaiah 55:8-9),
so please remember that some of the questions we will be tackling during
this study may not have a definitive answer. It is OK to wrestle with these
thoughts with God. He would prefer that over us thinking something false
i

about Him or just going about life without knowing Him deeper!
Though we would like for you to get through all the material in each
week’s study guide, we recognize that every group is unique. Therefore,
Group Leaders, please use your discretion with the time you have to work
through the questions most pertinent to your group. May we all, through
this study, draw ever closer to the Lord our God!
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Introduction
As we begin this adventure of knowing God in a deeper way through this
study of His attributes*, you may be wondering why this is important for
us to know. Hebrews 6:16-19 talks about how God wants to make it clear
that His purpose and promise to us is unchanging. He did this so we can
have hope and be greatly encouraged, and the Scripture likens our hope to
an “anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”
Psalm 9:10 says, “Those who know Your name will trust in You, for
You, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek You.” Knowing God
and His character/attributes helps our faith in Him grow. In the difficult
times of our lives we then have this hope as an anchor, something we
hold onto when we are being tossed around by life’s circumstances. God’s
unchanging character is our hope and anchor in the storm and struggles.
During this series, “Anchor for the Soul: God’s Attributes,” you will
be using this devotional booklet/Community Group study guide. In
addition, if you are willing to take the challenge, you can also read
the corresponding chapters each week from A.W. Tozer’s book, The
Knowledge of the Holy. In the beginning pages Tozer says this of
Christians:
The decline of the knowledge of the holy has brought on our troubles
. . . . It is impossible to keep our moral practices sound and our inward
attitudes right while our idea of God is erroneous or inadequate. If we
would bring back spiritual power to our lives, we must begin to think
of God more nearly as He is. (p. viii)
It is imperative that we begin to think of God in ways that line up with His
truth. Otherwise our faith will be weak, and our example to the world will
fall flat. In order for others to be drawn to the living God, we must learn
and maintain a high view of God, because what we believe about God is
the foundation of all we do.
May the next nine weeks of this study take you deeper in your knowledge
of the One you love and serve; may you know God as the Anchor of hope
for your soul.
iii

Prayer: Lord, we come before You, acknowledging and repenting that
many times our view of You has been inadequate and skewed. Forgive us;
help us know You as You desire us to. Reveal Yourself to us so we may
be overcome with Your beauty. Let this knowledge of You become a firm
foundation that will allow us to stand firm in times of trouble, and may our
lives then infect those around us with Your love and grace. Teach us, Lord;
we want more of You.
*NOTE: A. W. Tozer defines God’s divine attributes as “what we know to
be true of God. He does not possess them as qualities; they are how God
is as He reveals Himself to His creatures.” (p. 16) It can also be said that
they are WHAT God is.
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God’s Self-Sufficiency
and
The Trinity
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God’s Self-Sufficiency and The Trinity

Sermon Notes:
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God’s Self-Sufficiency and The Trinity

Devotional - Day 1
Day 1 – The Trinity – God in Three Persons
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture – Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV)
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
Devotional
The more I learn about nature, the more I realize I don’t understand, but
it causes me to stand in awe of God. For example, as I write this it is
snowing outside. All those snowflakes flying around, and scientists have
yet to find two exactly alike. How is that possible? And yet, I believe it
and am amazed at God’s creation!
Another thing I believe yet cannot fully understand, is the Trinity. This is a
foundational belief for us as Christians; we often sing of it in a song called
“This I Believe (The Creed)” that affirms this doctrinal truth. Some of the
lyrics in the chorus are “I believe in God our Father; I believe in Christ the
Son; I believe in the Holy Spirit; Our God is three in one.” Yet, it is one
of those truths that leave us searching for an adequate way to describe it.
People have used the comparisons of an egg having three parts, but God
is not three parts making one whole person. Others have used water in
the three forms of liquid, ice, and steam to explain the trinity, and yet this
analogy is not complete either because the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are
not forms of God; they are God.
What makes this concept even more mysterious is that the word “trinity”
is not used in Scripture. Webster, however, defines it as “the union of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in one Godhead.” We have created the word
to describe what God has clearly shown us throughout the Bible. From
the plural pronoun being used for God at the beginning of Genesis (see
Genesis 1:26-27), to the many places where all three Persons in the
3
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Godhead are acting together, God has shown us that He is three distinct
Persons that are each fully God, but there is only One Eternal God. It was
this truth that Jesus spoke of that upset the religious leaders of His day
causing them to want to crucify Him (see John 10:30).
People may struggle to believe in the Trinity because they cannot fully
understand it, but there will always be certain things we cannot fully
comprehend because God’s ways are so far above our ways. This does not
make them any less true; this should just cause us to stand more in awe
of Him while continuing to seek Him and the truth we can understand. A.
W. Tozer quotes Michael deMolinos in The Knowledge of the Holy: “We
think more loftily of God by knowing He is incomprehensible, and above
our understanding” (p. 19). I believe our God is three in one, even when I
cannot fully understand it, and it causes me to stand amazed at Him once
again.
Question to Consider
Though you may not be able to comprehend the Trinity completely, why is
it important to have a right understanding of it for your faith?
Prayer
Father, I come before You acknowledging that You and Your ways are far
above mine. There are so many things I cannot understand, but I choose
to believe You and worship You. Thank You for the Trinity that shows me
You are the God who desires communication and connection with Your
people. Teach me to think more highly of You because that is what You
deserve.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider
“How does the doctrine of the Trinity affect your worship of God?”
(Driscoll & Breshears, Doctrine: What Christians Should Believe, p. 438)
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Devotional - Day 2
Day 2 – The Trinity – Three working in Unity
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture – 2 Corinthians 13:14 (NIV)
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
Devotional
Tozer writes in The Knowledge of the Holy, “In the Scriptures the three
Persons are shown to act in harmonious unity in all the mighty works that
are wrought throughout the universe” (p. 23). He goes on to cite several of
these works. Take some time today to look at the following passages and
ponder how God has shown He is Three Persons in One working in unity:
• Creation – Genesis 1:1-2, 26-27; Colossians 1:15-17;
Psalms 104:30
• Jesus’ Incarnation – Luke 1:35
• Jesus’ Baptism – Matthew 3:16-17
• Our Atonement – Hebrews 9:14
• The Resurrection of Christ – Acts 2:32; John 10:17-18;
Romans 1:4
• The Indwelling of Christians – John 14:15-23
Question to Consider
God has revealed the amazing truth of the Trinity to us throughout
Scripture. Which of His works listed above stands out to you today? Take
time to worship and thank God for His incredible and mighty works!
Prayer
You are God-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Thank you for the way
You have worked in unity to save me and change me! May I not only
experience Your grace, love and fellowship, but enable me to give that to
others today so that You may be seen in me. You alone are worthy of all
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
5
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Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider
In what way(s) might God be calling us as believers to imitate the
fellowship, relationship, and unity He has within Himself? What would
that mean you need to do within the body of Christ?
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Devotional - Day 3
Day 3 – The Self-Sufficiency of God – He has no need
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture – John 5:26 (NIV)
“For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have
life in Himself.”
Devotional
Think for a moment how you would finish this sentence: “I need . . . “ Did
you have any trouble coming up with something to complete that? I know
for certain I could finish that sentence in a multitude of ways!
In John 5:26, Jesus makes it clear to the religious rulers that He is not in
need of anything from anyone. He holds life within Himself and is totally
self-sufficient. Tozer writes in The Knowledge of the Holy:
“Whatever God is, and all that God is, He is in Himself. All life is in
and from God, whether it be the lowest form of unconscious life or the
highly self-conscious, intelligent life of a seraph. No creature has life
in itself; all life is a gift of God” (p.32).
God is self-sufficient, and whether people believe Him or not does not
change that fact. Webster defines self-sufficient as “able to get along
without help; independent.” We like to think that we are self-sufficient
and not in need of anyone, but the truth of the matter is that we are a very
needy people! We need the basics to survive – food, air, and water, and
so many times in life we need support, help and encouragement to keep
going. We need resources to sustain life, and we especially need Jesus for
our salvation!
God, on the other hand, is not in need of anything. As Tozer so eloquently
writes, “Need is a creature-word and cannot be spoken of the Creator”
(p. 32). We serve a mighty God from whom all life and blessings flow.
7

Praise Him! God’s Self-Sufficiency and The Trinity
Question to Consider
How does that make you feel knowing God doesn’t need anything for life
because all of life is in Him? In light of this truth, how would you now
finish the sentence, “I need…?”
Prayer
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
Tozer poses a rhetorical question in The Knowledge of the Holy, but
it is worth pondering: “It is written that He upholds all things by the
word of His power. How can He be raised or supported by the things He
upholds?”
What are your thoughts about that?
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Devotional - Day 4
Day 4 – The Self-Sufficiency of God – Not necessary, but invited
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture – Acts 17: 24-28 (NIV)
“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven
and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And He is not served
by human hands, as if He needed anything, because He Himself gives all
men life and breath and everything else. From one man He made every
nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He determined
the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did
this so men would seek Him and find Him, though He is not far from each
one of us. ‘For in Him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of
your own poets have said, ‘We are His offspring.’ “
Devotional
I will never forget my first short-term mission trip to the Bahamas
several years ago. Our team was leading a vacation Bible school for the
neighborhood children, and a small Haitian girl (probably under the age of
two) came with some of the older children. While at the church that was
hosting the Bible school, the little one had gone into the bathroom and
had an accident. She wasn’t in a diaper, though that could have been very
helpful! But once she had soiled herself, she then proceeded to try and
clean herself up in the lowest “sink bowl” she could reach…a plugged up
toilet.
I was asked to go and do what I could to help clean her up. Just walking
into the restroom was a challenge to keep my peanut butter and jelly
sandwich down, but then I was given two “moist” towelettes, the kind
you use to wipe your fingers after eating fried chicken, to do the job. They
must have been quite old though, because when I opened them, they were
dry as a bone. I knelt on the bathroom floor before this little child trying
to clean her to the best of my ability with my two dry finger towels, and I
started to think, a bit piously I might add, “Oh, Lord, this is for You. This
9
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is my sacrifice…” and before I could even finish that thought, I sensed
God in my heart say, “I don’t need you to clean this child of Mine. I
invited you to do this.”
In that moment tears began streaming down my face with the reality of my
own pride, thinking I was being such a “servant” for God. Being invited
to join Him in His work for caring for this baby wasn’t a sacrifice as much
as it was a privilege. Let me just say, that experience deflated some of the
stuffy spiritual wind out of my sails, but God replaced it with the truth that
our service for Him is an honor, because He is God and isn’t in NEED
of anything from us. Yet He chooses to invite us into His work. How
humbling!
A.W. Tozer writes, “So lofty is our opinion of ourselves that we find it
quite easy, not to say enjoyable, to believe that we are necessary to God.
. . .Probably the hardest thought of all for our natural egotism to entertain
is that God does not need our help.” (Knowledge of the Holy, p. 34) God
is self-sufficient and therefore, does not need us to do His work, yet He
invites us to be a part of it. What a privilege! What an honor!
Question to Consider
Can you think of a responsibility you have at work, home, or church
where you think if you don’t do this particular job, no one else will do it
and it just won’t get done? How could the truth that God invites you to be
a part of His work change your attitude toward this task?
Prayer
Lord, forgive me for my pride that causes me to have a higher opinion of
myself and my service to You than is accurate. The fact is, You invite me
to join You in Your work though You have no need of me. You could do
whatever You want without me, yet You desire to engage me in what You
are doing, teaching me and stretching me. Thank You for Your patience
and grace with me when all I can offer You is brokenness.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider
What work might God be inviting you to join Him in? How will you
respond to Him?
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Devotional - Day 5
Day 5 – The Self-Sufficiency of God – Self-Sufficient & All Sufficient
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture – Psalm 145:13-19 (NIV)
“Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion endures
through all generations. The Lord is faithful to all His promises and loving
toward all He has made. The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up
all who are bowed down. The eyes of all look to You, and You give them
their food at the proper time. You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of
every living thing. The Lord is righteous in all His ways and loving toward
all He has made. The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call
on Him in truth. He fulfills the desires of those who fear Him; He hears
their cry and saves them.”
Devotional
This week we have looked at the Trinity and self-sufficiency of God. We
have learned that because of the fellowship God has within Himself as
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and because He is self-sufficient, He has no
need of anyone or anything. And we have also considered the fact that as
humans, we are very needy. What we can take from this today is that God
does not need to draw power or comfort or fellowship or anything else
from anyone, but we absolutely need to draw these things and more from
Someone outside of ourselves.
God is the only One who can ever truly satisfy the thirst in each of our
hearts. He is an unending source of abundant life for those of us who
are His children (see John 10:10). Tozer writes, “Since He is the Being
supreme over all, it follows that God cannot be elevated. Nothing is
above Him, nothing beyond Him” (Knowledge of the Holy, p. 33). He is
and always will be more than enough for you and me, above and beyond
anything we attempt to satisfy our hearts with. He is self-sufficient, and He
is all-sufficient for His creation.
11

Jesus said of Himself in John 7:37-38, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come
to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said,
streams of living water will flow from within him.” We must learn that
God in His self-sufficiency is all-sufficient and able to satisfy the empty,
broken, and hungry heart. Not only is He able, but He is truly the only One
who can meet our deep needs.
Question to Consider
In what way(s) have you tried/do you try to satisfy the desires of your
heart? What has been the outcome? How can the truth of God being selfsufficient and all-sufficient meet that desire/need today?
Prayer
Lord, You alone can meet my deep needs and satisfy my thirst. Help me
not only know this as a fact, but let it be my experience, that I may know
You as “all I need.” Thank You that You are loving toward all you have
made, including me. Thank You for knowing my deep needs even before I
do, and for knowing how to fulfill my desires perfectly. You are above all
things. You are God alone. Amen.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider
Take some time to read all of Psalm 145. List all that you learn about God
in these verses. Praise Him for these things.
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Week #1: Promise
God’s Self-Sufficiency
and The Trinity
Maker / Promise Keeper
Series Outline - Spring 2018

GOAL:
What comes to your mind when you think about God? Have you ever
considered
what
images
or words
are the first
popUnfortunately,
into your mind
God
created man
in His
own image
for relationship
with to
Him.
the fallwhen
(sin)
entered
into the
world
by man’s
choice
which resulted
in a Holy,
brokenA.
relationship
God.
you think
about
Him?
In The
Knowledge
of the
W. Tozerwith
says
But God, in His grace and mercy made covenants (promises) with man to restore the
what we believe about God is the most important thing about us.
brokenness. In this series, we’ll walk through the Bible to see why and how God made these
promises. Furthermore, we’ll see what they mean for us as followers of Jesus Christ.

What we think about God affects everything in our lives from our

Each week, you’ll have a community group discussion guide that corresponds to the
willingness to obey God, to how we view and do our work, how we
weekend sermon. Encourage your group to read through the discussion guides ahead of
handle
conflict,
how weattached.
relate toThese
others,
how we
handle
temptation,
how
time
and view
the resources
discussion
guides
will be
available in the
Welcome
Center
every
weekend
and
be
available
to
download
from
the
church
website
at
we pray, and so much more. Therefore, we need to make sure we know the
www.emmanuelbaptist.net.  We’re looking forward to learning and growing together
truth about who God is so we can trust Him and follow Him with our hope
through this series.

anchored securely in Him.

This week we are focusingSeries
on GodSchedule:
being Three Persons in One, which we
Sermon
Dates: We are also looking
Theme &atTopic
Group
call
the Trinity.
the self-sufficiency Community
of God. Though
Meeting Dates
God, His thoughts, and His ways are so far above ours, let’s pursue
together
the “knowledge
the Holy,”
not just to collect factual
but
3/3/18
& 3/4/18
Purposeof
(Creation
& Redemption)
3/4/18data,
- 3/9/18
so we can fall deeper in love and awe of Him who saved us.
3/10/18 & 3/11/18

Blessing (Abraham)

3/11/18 - 3/16/18

3/17/18
& 3/18/18
LOVING
GOD: Obedience (Moses)

3/18/18 - 3/23/18

* Memory
Verse: Isaiah
55:8-9
“For
My thoughts
3/24/18
& 3/25/18
Faith (David)
- Palm
Sunday

are not your
thoughts,
3/25/18
- 3/30/18
neither are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens
3/31/18 - 4/1/18*
Resurrection Life (Christ) - Easter Sunday*
4/2/18 - 4/6/18*
are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My
4/7/18
- 4/8/18than your
Power
(The Holy Spirit)
4/8/18 - 4/13/18
thoughts
thoughts.”
* 2 minutes
of silence
4/14/18
- 4/15/18
Adoption (Lord of All)
4/15/18 - 4/20/18
* Devotional: choose one of the 5 devotionals for this week on the Trinity
4/21/18 - 4/22/18
Hope (Kingdom Come)
and Self-sufficiency
of God to read aloud to the group. 4/21/18 - 4/27/18
* Question to Consider: this will come from the devotional as well
* 2 minutes of silence
*Your Community Group may or may not meet this week due to Easter week. This will be
decided by the Community Group leader & participants.
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BUILDING COMMUNITY:
* Growing Connected Questions
- As a child, what was your image of God?
- How has that changed or not changed now that you are older?
- What stood out to you from this past week’s message?
MAKING DISCIPLES:
* Bible Study Scriptures:
Read the following Scriptures out loud in the group:
II Corinthians 13:14; John 5:26; Acts 17:24-28
* Questions:
- Chip Ingram writes in his book, God As He Longs for You to See
Him, that life’s most important questions are: What do you think
about God? What do you think He thinks about you? How do these
perceptions affect your relationship with Him? How do you respond
to these questions?
- Why is it important to know God’s attributes?
- In what ways have you heard the Trinity explained?
- If someone asked you to explain the Trinity to a child, how would
you describe it in one sentence?
- Read II Corinthians 13:14. How does the Bible display the truth of
the Trinity though the word “trinity” is never used in Scripture?
- What does it mean that God is self-sufficient?
- How does God’s self-sufficiency compare to how we as humans
think we are self-sufficient?
- Have someone read John 5:26 and Acts 17:24-18. What do we learn
about God from these verses? What do they say about God’s selfsufficiency?
* Application: (Each week these questions will be similar)
- How does my understanding of the Trinity and God being selfsufficient affect my relationship with Him?
- If I truly understand and believe this about God, how will it affect the
way I live?
- What is God saying to me? What am I going to do about it?

14

* Daily Devotionals:
- Read the daily devotions for Week #1 “God’s SelfSufficiency and The Trinity”.
*Going Deeper (The following are added optional resources for you
to help you grow in your understanding of this week’s attribute(s) of
God):
- If you want to take the challenge, get a copy of A. W. Tozer’s The
Knowledge of the Holy, and read chapters 4 & 6.
- Take time to study the Scriptures listed on Day 2 of week #1 on the
ways God reveals the Trinity working together. What can you learn
about the way the Godhead works together?
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Prayer Requests
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God’s
Immutability
(God never changes)
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God’s Immutability (God Never Changes)

Sermon Notes:
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God’s Immutability (God Never Changes)

Devotional - Day 1
Day 1 – God’s Immutability
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) - prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Malachi 3:6 “I the Lord do not change.”
Devotional:
The word immutable is the negative of mutable from the Latin word
meaning “subject to change.” Mutation is a word we often use to mean
“a change in form, nature or substance.” Immutability, then, means “not
subject to change.” (A. W. Tozer - The Attributes of God, Volume Two)
In The Knowledge of the Holy, Tozer writes: “To say that God is
immutable is to say that He never differs from Himself. All that God is,
He has always been, and all that He has been and is He will ever be. For
God to change He must move in one of three directions. He must go from
better to worse, worse to better or must change from within Himself, as in
immature to mature, from one kind of being to another. It should be clear
that God can move in none of these directions. His perfections forever rule
out any such possibility.”
Question to consider:
Have you ever thought of God as changeable? In what ways?
Prayer:
Lord, sometimes I forget that You never change! Help me to grasp the
significance of Your immutability.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to consider:
In what kind of situations would it be helpful for you to remember that
God never changes?
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Devotional - Day 2
Day 2 – God’s Immutability
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) - prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Numbers 23:19 God is not man, that He should lie, nor a son
of man, that He should change his mind. Does He speak and then not act?
Does He promise and not fulfill?
Devotional:
The doctrine of God’s immutability is of the highest significance for
religion. The contrast between being and becoming marks the difference
between the Creator and the creature. Every creature is continually
becoming. It is changeable, constantly striving, seeks rest and satisfaction
and finds this rest in God, in Him alone, for only He is a pure being and
no becoming. Hence, in scripture God is often called the Rock. (The
Doctrines of God - Herman Bavinck)
In this world where men forget us, change their attitude toward us as their
private interest dictate, and revise their opinion of us for the slightest
cause, is it not a source of wondrous strength to know that the God with
whom we have to do changes not? That His attitude toward us now is the
same as it was in eternity past and will be in eternity to come? (A. W.
Tozer - The Knowledge of the Holy)
Question to consider:
In what ways does God’s nature contrast with that of human beings? How
might that bring you comfort?
Prayer:
Lord, there are times when I think You are like others in my life who have
lied who have changed their minds and broken their promises. Please
forgive me and let me rest in You.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes )
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
How can our ability to change (to become) be seen as a gift from God?
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Devotional - Day 3
Day 3 – God’s Immutability
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) - prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows.
Devotional:
“Shifting shadows” refers to our perspective on the sun: it is eclipsed,
it moves and it casts its shadow. The sun rises and sets, appears and
disappears every day; it comes out of one tropic and enters another at
certain seasons of the year. But with God who, spiritually speaking, is
Light itself, there is no darkness at all; there is no change with Him, nor
anything like it. God is unchangeable in His nature, perfections, purposes,
promises and gifts. The Bible is clear that God doesn’t change His mind,
His will or His nature. (www.gotquestions.org - What is the Immutability
of God?)
The immutability of God appears in its most perfect beauty when viewed
against the mutability of men. In God no change is possible, in men
change is impossible to escape. Neither the man is fixed, nor his world, but
he and it are in constant flux.” (A. W. Tozer - The Knowledge of the Holy)
Question to consider:
Reflect on the changes you are now facing. How might knowing that God
never changes affect how you view them?
Prayer:
Lord, as I navigate through changes in my life, let me see them from Your
perspective. Help me to trust You no matter what I face.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes )
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
What does it mean to you to know that God doesn’t change His mind, His
will or His character?
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Devotional - Day 4
Day 4 – God’s Immutability
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) - prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and forever.
Devotional:
You can run through the gamut of the attributes of God and what you say
about the Father you can say about the Son and about the Spirit without
modification. When we say that God is the same, we are saying that Jesus
Christ is the same. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.
He has not receded into history past. He is the same today as when He
went away. He’s the same Jesus Christ the Lord! He’s not visible to our
sight, but He says, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:20) If you turn to Him for clearer light, you’ll find He is the
same Jesus as when He gave the blind their sight - the very same Jesus.
He’ll feed you as He fed the multitude, He’ll calm you as He calmed the
sea. He’ll bless you as He blessed the children. He’ll forgive you as He
forgave the woman that fell at His feet in her shame. He’ll give you eternal
life as He gave eternal life to His people. He’ll wash you as He washed
their feet, back there. He’s the same! The God we preach is the same God,
unchanging and unchangeable, forever and forever. (A.W Tozer - The
Attributes of God, Volume Two)
Question to consider:
How might your faith grow if you trusted Jesus to be the very same Jesus
for you now as He was for others back then?
Prayer:
Lord, though I can’t see You - You’ve promised to always be with me. Let
my faith grow as I trust You to meet my every need.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
How might you cultivate a greater awareness of Jesus’ presence in your
life?
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Devotional - Day 5
Day 5– God’s Immutability
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) - prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Hebrews 6:17-20 Because God wanted to make the
unchanging nature of His purpose very clear to the heirs of what was
promised, He confirmed it with an oath. God did this so that, by two
unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have
fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged.
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the
inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has
entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of
Melchizedek.
Hebrews 7:18-22 The former regulation is set aside because it was
weak and useless (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope
is introduced, by which we draw near to God. And it was not without an
oath! Others became priests without any oath, but He became a priest with
an oath when God said to Him: “The Lord has sworn and will not change
his mind: “You are a priest forever.” Because of this oath, Jesus has
become the guarantor of a better covenant.
Hebrews 10:16 “This is the covenant I will make with them after that
time, says the Lord. ‘I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write
them on their minds.”
Devotional:
In the working out of His redemptive processes, the unchanging God
makes full use of change and through a succession of changes arrives
at permanence at last. The old covenant as something provisional, was
abolished, and the new and everlasting covenant took its place. The blood
of bulls and goats lost its significance when the blood of the Pascal Lamb
was shed. The law, the altar, the priesthood - all were temporary and
subject to change; now the eternal law of God is engraved forever on the
living, sensitive stuff of which the human soul is composed. The ancient
sanctuary is no more, but the new sanctuary is eternal in the heavens
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and there the Son of God has His eternal priesthood. (A. W. Tozer Knowledge of the Holy)
In his book, The Two Covenants, Andrew Murray writes, “the covenant
was meant to be a security and guarantee, that the very things that God had
promised would indeed come to pass. Amid all delay and disappointment
and apparent failure of the divine promises, the Covenant was to be an
anchor for the soul, a pledge of divine truthfulness and faithfulness and
unchangeableness for the performance of what was promised. And so the
Covenant was, above all, designed to give man a hold upon God as the
Covenant keeping One. It was to link him to God Himself in expectation
and hope - to bring him to make God Himself alone the portion and
strength of his soul.”
Question to consider:
Hope in God’s unchangeable purpose and promises is described as an
“anchor for the soul.” What comes to mind when you consider that?
Prayer:
Lord, thank You for being immutable, for never changing, and for the
security that gives me (Malachi 3:6). Thank you that every good and
perfect gift is from You. Because You don’t change like shifting shadows,
You have always given good gifts and always will (James 1:17). Thank
you that You will not promise without fulfilling that promise. Thank you
that You do not lie or change Your mind. Thank you that Your plans stand
firm and nothing can change them (Numbers 23:19). Thank you for being
the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). Thank you that the
very nature of your purpose is unchanging. You have made that clear so
that I will be encouraged - especially when I realize that your purpose is
to conform me to your image (Hebrews 6:17-18). (taken from Praying the
Attributes of God by Rosemary Jensen)
Conclude with silence (2minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
Which aspect of God’s immutability has spoken to you the most?
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GOAL:
Series Outline - Spring 2018
Life, as we know it, is constantly changing. Seasons change, people
change, our bodies change, the world around us changes, circumstances
change,
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constant state of change, even when it feels like certain areas of life are
But God, in His grace and mercy made covenants (promises) with man to restore the
stagnant. And for us, change is often needed.
brokenness. In this series, we’ll walk through the Bible to see why and how God made these
promises. Furthermore, we’ll see what they mean for us as followers of Jesus Christ.

There is only one thing we can count on in our lives to stay the same, and

Each week, you’ll have a community group discussion guide that corresponds to the
that is the immutability of God. The word immutable is defined online
weekend sermon. Encourage your group to read through the discussion guides ahead of
as “unchanging
over time
or unable
be changed.”
Attributes
of
time
and view the resources
attached.
Thesetodiscussion
guides In
willThe
be available
in the
Welcome
Center
every
weekend
and
be
available
to
download
from
the
church
website
God, Vol. 2 by A. W. Tozer, he states that there are three ways that peopleat
www.emmanuelbaptist.net.  We’re looking forward to learning and growing together
or things
through
this change.
series. They can either go from better to worse, worse to better,

or change into a different form altogether. Our God does not change like
everything else in our lives, and none of these types of changes can apply
Series
to Him. What He always has
been, Schedule:
He always will be. He has no need for
Sermon
Dates:
Theme
& Topic
Community Group
change because He is perfect!
Meeting Dates

This week
as
3/3/18
& 3/4/18

we look
at the
truth of
the Immutability of God,
let yourself
Purpose
(Creation
& Redemption)
3/4/18
- 3/9/18
really
ponder
that
and
the
implications
of
it
for
your
life
in
this
crazy,
3/10/18 & 3/11/18
Blessing (Abraham)
3/11/18 - 3/16/18
changing world!
3/17/18 & 3/18/18

Obedience (Moses)

3/18/18 - 3/23/18

LOVING
GOD: Faith (David) - Palm Sunday
3/24/18
& 3/25/18

3/25/18 - 3/30/18

* Memory Verse: James 1:17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above,
3/31/18 - 4/1/18*
Resurrection Life (Christ) - Easter Sunday*
4/2/18 - 4/6/18*
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not
4/7/18
- 4/8/18
Power
(The Holy Spirit)
4/8/18 - 4/13/18
change
like shifting
shadows.”
* 2 minutes
of silence
4/14/18
- 4/15/18
Adoption (Lord of All)
4/15/18 - 4/20/18
* Devotional: choose one of the 5 devotionals for this week on the
4/21/18 - 4/22/18
Hope (Kingdom Come)
4/21/18 - 4/27/18
Immutability of God
to read aloud to the group.
* Question to Consider: this will come from the devotional as well
* 2 minutes of silence
*Your Community Group may or may not meet this week due to Easter week. This will be
decided by the Community Group leader & participants.
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BUILDING COMMUNITY:
* Growing Connected Questions
- Share with the group one thing that has changed in your life over the
past year. Was it a change for the better or the worse?
- How has that change affected you?
- What stood out to you from this past week’s message?
MAKING DISCIPLES:
* Bible Study Scriptures:
Read the following Scriptures out loud in the group: Malachi 3:6;
Hebrews 6:17-19; 13:8; James 1:17
* Questions:
- What do we learn about God in these verses?
- Think of something in nature or a man-made object and discuss how
that particular item can experience the three types of change
mentioned in the GOAL section: How it can go from better to worse;
how it can go from worse to better; how it can change in form.
- Regarding the three types of changes, how is God not susceptible to
any of these?
- Last week we discussed the Trinity, God in Three Persons yet
eternally One. How does the truth that God never changes apply to
each Person of the Godhead?
- Which of the Bible Study Scriptures listed above resonates with you
the most? Why?
* Application questions:
- How does my understanding of God being immutable or unchanging
affect my relationship with Him?
- If I truly understand and believe this about God, how will it affect the
way I live?
- What is God saying to me? What am I going to do about it?
* Daily Devotionals:
- Read the daily devotions for Week #2 “The Immutability of God.”
*Going Deeper (The following are added optional resources for you
to help you grow in your understanding of this week’s attribute(s) of
God):
- If you want to take the challenge, get a copy of A. W. Tozer’s The
Knowledge of the Holy, and read chapter 9.
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Sermon Notes:
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Devotional - Day 1
Day 1 – The Divine Omniscience
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Isaiah 40:13-14 “Who can fathom the Spirit of the LORD,
or instruct the LORD as his counselor? Whom did the LORD consult to
enlighten him, and who taught him the right way? Who was it that taught
him knowledge, or showed him the path of understanding?”
Psalm 139:1-3 “O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You
know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You
discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my
ways.”
Matthew 10:29-30 “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one
of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And even
the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”
Hebrews 4:13 “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we
must give account.”
Devotional:
God is infinite. To describe God’s infinite qualities we use the word
omni meaning all or universal. This week’s devotions look at God’s
omniscience, omnipotence and omnipresence.
“That God is omniscient is not only taught in the Scriptures, it must be
inferred also from all else that is taught concerning Him. God perfectly
knows Himself and, being the source and author of all things, it follows
that He knows all that can be known. And this He knows instantly
and with a fullness of perfection that includes every possible item of
knowledge concerning everything that exists or could have existed
anywhere in the universe at any time in the past or that may exist in the
centuries or ages yet unborn.” (Tozer, KoH, 56)
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“In the divine omniscience we see set forth against each other the terror
and fascination of the Godhead. That God knows each person through
and through can be a cause of shaking fear to the man that has something
to hide—some unforsaken sin, some secret crime committed against man
or God…. Our Father in heaven knows our frame and remembers that we
are dust. He knows our inborn treachery, and for His own sake engaged
to save us (Isa. 48:8-11). His only begotten Son, when He walked among
us, felt our pains in their naked intensity of anguish. His knowledge of our
afflictions and adversities is more than theoretic; it is personal, warm, and
compassionate. Whatever may befall us, God knows and cares as no one
else can.” (Tozer, KoH, 57)
Question to consider:
How does it make you “feel” knowing that God is omniscient? Why?
Prayer
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
God knows everything about you, the good and the bad. In Christ Jesus He
still offers grace, mercy and love. Why? What is your response?
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Devotional - Day 2
Day 2 – Wisdom of God
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Proverbs 2:6 “For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth
come knowledge and understanding.”
Proverbs 9:10 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom. And
the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”
Colossians 2:3, 9-10 “Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge. For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in
bodily form and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head
over all rule and authority.”
Devotional:
God is all wise. “In the Holy Scriptures wisdom, when used of God and
good men, always carries a strong moral connotation. It is conceived as
being pure, loving, and good. Wisdom that is mere shrewdness is often
attributed to evil men, but such wisdom is treacherous and false. These
two kinds of wisdom are in perpetual conflict. Indeed, when seen from the
lofty peak of Sinai or Calvary, the whole history of the world is discovered
to be but a contest between the wisdom of God and the cunning of Satan
and fallen men. The outcome of the contest is not in doubt. The imperfect
must fall before the perfect at last. God has warned that He will take the
wise in their own craftiness and bring to nothing the understanding of the
prudent.” (Tozer. KoH, 60)
“The operation of the gospel, the new birth, the coming of the divine
Spirit into human nature, the ultimate overthrow of evil, and the final
establishment of Christ’s righteous kingdom—all these have flowed and
do flow out of God’s infinite fullness of wisdom. The sharpest eyes of the
holiest watcher in the blest company above cannot discover a flaw in the
ways of God in bringing all this to fruition, nor can the pooled wisdom of
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seraphim and cherubim suggest how an improvement might be made in
the divine procedure.” (Tozer, KoH, 62)
Question to consider:
The gospel is God’s wisdom to help and save people who are hurting and
lost because of sin. With whom will you share God’s wisdom, the gospel,
today?
Prayer
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
God is the source of all wisdom. Will you ask Him for wisdom today
(James 1:5)? What precisely do you need wisdom for?
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Devotional - Day 3
Day 3 – The Divine Omnipotence
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Isaiah 44:24 “This is what the LORD says—your Redeemer,
who formed you in the womb: ‘I am the LORD, the Maker of all things,
who stretches out the heavens, who spreads out the earth by myself.’”
Isaiah 46:10-11 “I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient
times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will do all
that I please.’ From the east I summon a bird of prey; from a far-off land,
a man to fulfill my purpose. What I have said, that I will bring about; what
I have planned, that I will do.”
Jeremiah 32:17 “Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and
the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard
for you.”
Philippians 1:6 “Being confident of this, that he who began a good work
in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
Devotional
God is omnipotent. “Sovereignty and omnipotence must go together. One
cannot exist without the other. To reign, God must have power, and to
reign sovereignly, He must have all power. And that is what omnipotent
means, having all power. The word derives from the Latin and is identical
in meaning with the more familiar almighty which we have from the
Anglo Saxon. This latter word occurs fifty-six times in our English Bible
and is never used of anyone but God. He alone is almighty.” (Tozer, KoH,
65)
“God has delegated power to His creatures, but being self-sufficient, He
cannot relinquish anything of His perfections and, power being one of
them. He has never surrendered the least iota of His power. He gives but
He does not give away. All that He gives remains His own and returns to
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Him again. Forever He must remain what He has forever been, the Lord
God omnipotent.” (Tozer, KoH, 66)
“Omnipotence is not a name given to the sum of all power, but an attribute
of a personal God whom we Christians believe to be the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ and of all who believe on Him to life eternal. The
worshiping man finds the knowledge a wonderful strength for his inner
life. His faith rises to take the great leap upward into the fellowship of Him
who can do whatever He wills to do, for whom nothing is hard or difficult
because He possesses power absolute.” (Tozer, KoH, 67)
Question to consider:
What is one way you would like to see the power of God manifested in
your life?
Prayer
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
What is the most amazing display of God’s power to you and why? (for
example: a sunrise, a thunderstorm, a birth, a re-birth or salvation)
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Devotional - Day 4
Day 4 – The Divine Transcendence
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Isaiah 40:22 “It is He who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like
a curtain and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.”
Psalm 97:9 “For You are the LORD Most High over all the earth; You are
exalted far above all gods.’
Acts 7:49-50 “Heaven is My throne, and earth is the footstool of My feet.
What kind of house will you build for Me?’ says the Lord, ‘Or what place
is there for My repose? Was it not My hand which made all these things?”
Hebrews 1:3 “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact
representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His
power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high.”
Devotional:
“When we speak of God as transcendent we mean, of course, that He is
exalted far above the created universe, so far above that human thought
cannot imagine it. To think accurately about this, however, we must keep
in mind that ‘far above’ does not here refer to physical distance from the
earth but to quality of being. We are concerned not with location in space
nor with mere altitude, but with life.” (Tozer, KoH, 69).
“When the psalmist saw the transgression of the wicked, his heart told him
how it could be. ‘There is no fear of God before his eyes,’ he explained,
and in so saying revealed to us the psychology of sin. When men no
longer fear God, they transgress His laws without hesitation. The fear of
consequences is no deterrent when the fear of God is gone….
In olden days men of faith were said to ‘walk in the fear of God’ and
to ‘serve the Lord with fear.’ However intimate their communion with
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God, however bold their prayers, at the base of their religious life was
the conception of God as awesome and dreadful. This idea of God
transcendent runs through the whole Bible and gives color and tone to
the character of the saints. This fear of God was more than a natural
apprehension of danger, it was a nonrational dread, an acute feeling of
personal insufficiency in the presence of God the Almighty.” (Tozer, KoH,
71)
Question to consider:
What are at least five ways people today show they do not fear God?
Prayer
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
How is my life different from unbelievers because I fear God?
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Devotional - Day 5
Day 5 – God’s Omnipresence
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Jeremiah 23:23-24 “‘Am I a God who is near,’ declares the
LORD, ‘ And not a God far off? Can a man hide himself in hiding places
so I do not see him?’ declares the LORD. ‘Do I not fill the heavens and the
earth?’ declares the LORD. ”
Proverbs 15:3 “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, watching the
evil and the good.”
1 Kings 8:27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven
and the highest heaven cannot contain You, how much less this house
which I have built!”
Matthew 6:6 “But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close
your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who
sees what is done in secret will reward you.”
Devotional:
“The word present, of course, means here, close to, next to, and the prefix
omni give it universality. God everywhere here, close to everything, next
to everyone. …the Scriptures teach that God is infinite. This means that
His being knows no limits. Therefore there can be no limit to His presence;
He is omnipresent. In His infinitude He surrounds the finite creation and
contains it. There is no place beyond Him for anything to be. God is our
environment as the sea is to the fish and the air to the bird.” (Tozer, KoH,
74)
“Canon W. G. H. Holmes of India told of seeing Hindu worshipers tapping
on trees and stones and whispering, ‘Are you there? Are you there?’ to the
god they hoped might reside within. In complete humility the instructed
Christian brings the answer to that question. God is indeed there. He is
there as He is here and everywhere, not confined to tree or stone, but free
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in the universe, near to everything, next to everyone, and through Jesus
Christ immediately accessible to every loving heart. The doctrine of the
divine omnipresence decides this forever.” (KoH, 76)
Question to consider:
Does God’s omnipresence comfort or disturb you? Why?
Prayer
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
God is especially near to the brokenhearted. Who do you know that is
brokenhearted? Is it you? Remember the brokenhearted in prayer right
now.

39

God’s Omniscience, Omnipotence, & Omnipresence
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Series Outline - Spring 2018
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of silence
3/24/18 & 3/25/18

Faith (David) - Palm Sunday

3/25/18 - 3/30/18

4/21/18 - 4/22/18

Hope (Kingdom Come)

4/21/18 - 4/27/18

BUILDING COMMUNITY:
3/31/18 - 4/1/18*
Resurrection Life (Christ) - Easter Sunday*
4/2/18 - 4/6/18*
* Growing Connected
Questions
4/7/18
- 4/8/18
(Theon
Holy
Spirit) TV to say something
4/8/18
- 4/13/18
- If
you had onePower
minute
national
about
God,
what would you
say?
4/14/18 - 4/15/18
Adoption (Lord of All)
4/15/18 - 4/20/18
- What stood out to you from this past week’s message?
MAKING DISCIPLES:
* Bible Study Scriptures:
*Your Community Group may or may not meet this week due to Easter week. This will be
Read
Scriptures
loud in the group: Psalm 139:1-18;
decided
bythe
the following
Community Group
leaderout
& participants.
Isaiah 40:13-14; Romans 11:33-36; Luke 1:37
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* Questions:
- Of the three Omni attributes of God, which is most difficult for you
to grasp?
- It is easy to say, “God knows everything,” but what specific things
are listed in Psalm 139:1-6 that He knows about you? How does this
make you feel?
- Where does Psalm 139:7-12 tell us God is? Have you ever felt
alone?
How could these verses help challenge that feeling?
- Read Psalm 139:13-18. In what ways do these verses show God’s
power?
- What do you learn about God in Isaiah 40:13-14 and Romans
11:33-36? How should these verses affect the way I respond to God
when I don’t understand why something happens the way it does?
- Read Luke 1:37. What circumstance or situation in your life right
now seems impossible to overcome? How does this verse speak to
that situation?
* Application questions:
- How does my understanding of God being omniscient, omnipotent,
and omnipresent affect my relationship with Him?
- If I truly understand and believe this about God, how will it affect the
way I live?
- What is God saying to me? What am I going to do about it?
* Daily Devotionals:
-Read the daily devotions for Week #3 “The Omniscience,
Omnipotence, & Omnipresence of God.”
*Going Deeper (The following are added optional resources for you
to help you grow in your understanding of this week’s attribute(s) of
God):
- If you want to take the challenge, get a copy of A. W. Tozer’s The
Knowledge of the Holy, and read chapters 10, 12, & 14.
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Sermon Notes:
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Devotional - Day 1
Day 1 – Sovereignty of God – God’s Perspective
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Colossians 1:16-17 For in Him all things were created; things
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers
or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him and for
Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
Devotional:
Since eternity past and throughout history, God has ruled with supreme
authority. (Romans 11:36) Nothing is hidden from His knowledge or from
beyond the scope of His control.
God’s sovereignty is, at times, beyond human understanding. You and
I dwell in time. God dwells in eternity. The past, the present and the
future are all alike to Him. It is not possible for a finite creature (man) to
understand and grasp the intricacies of God’s infinite will. It is good to
think about it, read about and ask for wisdom in understanding it.
But the truth of God’s sovereignty is:
“Were there even one datum of knowledge, however small, unknown
to God, His rule would break down at that point. To be Lord over all
the creation, He must possess all knowledge. And were God lacking
one infinitesimal modicum of power, that lack would end His reign
and undo His kingdom; that one stray atom of power would belong
to someone else and God would be a limited ruler and hence not
sovereign.” (A.W. Tozer “The Knowledge of the Holy” Page 95)
If you believe the Lord is all-powerful, is that idea simply “head
knowledge,” or does it affect the way you think and respond to life’s
challenges? When you realize that nothing happens apart from God’s
awareness, direction, and loving purpose, it becomes possible to lay down
worry and fear and truly experience His peace.
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Question to consider:
We can believe God is sovereign because it tells us in the Scriptures God is
all powerful, all knowing and exists everywhere. But are we ready to trust
God as a sovereign God and turn over our fears, frustrations, and cares to
Him so He may complete His will in our lives?
Prayer:
Resting in the sovereignty of God will free us from anxiety, fear, doubt,
and frustration. If you lack the assurance that God is sovereign, confess
your unbelief to God. Ask God to forgive you for your unbelief in the
sovereignty of God and commit to meditate on the sovereignty of God and
His promises. This will help you strengthen your faith and assure you God
is in control in your life.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Questions to Consider:
Do you continue to remind yourself that God is sovereign? How long does
it take you to realize you can turn your cares, sadness, confusion, doubt
and troubles over to a sovereign God (immediately) and trust Him to help
you through those hard times?
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Devotional - Day 2
Day 2 – Sovereignty of God- God’s Purpose
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God has prepared in advance for us to do.
Devotional:
Theologically we may accept the biblical doctrine that God is sovereign
but when life seems derailed by the loss of a job, your home or a loved
one, do we tend to question God’s sovereignty?
Joseph had a lot of things going for him early in his life. He was the
first son born to Jacob through his wife Rachel and therefore became his
Father’s favorite son. Joseph also had prophetic dreams that set him apart
from his brothers. But then everything changed. Joseph was rejected by
his brothers and they sold him out of their lives. Joseph trusted God even
though he had been sold into slavery. Then, just as his life seemed to be
turning around, he was falsely accused by his employer’s wife. Through all
these trials Joseph remained faithful and waited on the Lord to accomplish
His purpose for his life. Joseph did not bow to bitterness or give up on
his hopes and dreams. Joseph waited on the Lord to hear his prayers. God
was always in control. Joseph kept his eyes on God, and God used Joseph
greatly. (Genesis chapters 37-50)
“The One who knows the number of hairs on your head, who hears your
cries during the night, who understands your confusion amid heartbreaking
loss, is able to use your circumstances to accomplish His ultimate
purpose.” (“Discover” David Jeremiah)
“Nothing is a surprise to God; nothing is a setback to His plans; nothing
can thwart His purposes: and nothing is beyond His control.” (Joni
Eareckson Tada)
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Questions to consider:
Have you been feeling God’s plans for you have been abandoned because
of heartbreaking loss, misfortune and sadness? Are you able to rejoice
knowing that our loving God has us in His grip?
Prayer:
Lord, thank you for the lessons you have taught us through Joseph’s life.
Encourage us to seek you and trust you in every circumstance that comes
into our lives. Help us to remember that you are always in control. Remind
us we can trust that You are a sovereign God.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
Are you ready to let God use you in the hard times as well as the good
times? Read the story of Joseph. His faithfulness is a lesson we can all
apply to all our circumstances in life.
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Devotional - Day 3
Day 3 – Sovereignty of God- In our lives
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: James 4:13-15 “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow
we will go to this city or that city and spend a year there, carry on business
and make money.” Why you don’t even know what will happen tomorrow.
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then
vanishes. Instead you ought to say “If this is the Lord’s will, we will live
and do this or that.”
Devotional:
“Man’s will is free because God is sovereign. A God less than sovereign
could not bestow moral freedom upon His creatures. He would be afraid to
do so.” (A.W. Tozer “The Knowledge of the Holy” Page 97)
“Certain things have been decreed by the free determination of God, and
one of these is the law of choice and consequences. God has decreed that
all who willingly commit themselves to His son Jesus Christ, in obedience
of faith, shall receive eternal life and become sons of God. He has also
decreed that all who love darkness and continue in rebellion against the
high authority of heaven shall remain in a state of spiritual alienation and
suffer eternal death at last.” (A.W. Tozer “The Knowledge of the Holy”
Page 98)
“We must all choose whether we will obey the gospel or turn away
in unbelief and reject its authority. Our choice is our own, but the
consequences of the choice have already been determined by the
sovereign will of God, and from this there is no appeal.” (A.W. Tozer “The
Knowledge of the Holy” Page 99)
God tells us that if we recognize His sovereignty and trust our plans and
lives in His keeping, He will guide our steps and establish our plans to
bring them about in accord with His purposes and His righteousness.
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That God is sovereign impacts our sense of identity. When we understand
how powerful God is and how much He loves us, we can know we are
secure in Him. As the objects of God’s sovereign love, we allow God to
define us and give us our worth rather than look to the changing ideals of
the world to do so. When we understand that God is in complete control,
we are freed to live our lives. We need not fear ultimate failure or final
destruction. (Romans 8:1) We need not fear worthlessness. We can be
confident that God will have His way and that it will be good. We can
trust that the One who says He loves us is fully able to act on that love in
all ways. We can trust that, even when the world seems completely out of
control, God is in control. We know He has the big picture covered, so we
can trust Him with our daily details.
Questions to consider:
It is hard to trust in the sovereignty of God when our lives spin out
of control. When is the best time to turn over our hurts, sadness,
disappointments, mistakes over to God? Why do we wait so long to trust
in God’s sovereignty?
Prayer:
Lord, as we look at our lives, help us to see where our focus is. Lead us
to a place where we can take our eyes off our finite self and turn our eyes
to a sovereign God who can do anything. Help us to understand that our
responsibility is to trust and believe that God is sovereign and we can then
obey His Word and rest in His peace.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Questions to Consider:
Each day, are we aware we can start our day with reminding ourselves that
God is sovereign and in control of our day? Are we able to turn that day
over to God immediately and trust Him to guide us through that day?
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Devotional - Day 4
Day 4 – Sovereignty of God - Our Trust
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Psalm 55:22a “Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain
you; He will never let the righteous be shaken.”
Devotional:
A question we all need to answer, from time to time throughout our lives
is, can I trust God with the overwhelming impossibilities of my situation?
Will I trust Him to take me through the hard times? We look at ourselves
and feel inadequate to handle life’s challenges. We are exhausted, we don’t
have resources or it seems that no one cares we are going through a hard
time.
We must learn to trust that God is able to do what man cannot do.
“Our primary purpose of prayer is not to advise God on how to run the
universe but we (as believers) can find peace as we trust God to sustain us
through our trials. We need to understand God is as near to us as the air
we breathe. It is not that God stops or eliminates the frightening things in
our lives. Yet knowing God is with us gives us peace in the midst of the
storms. Psalm 55:22 does not say “Cast your burdens on the Lord and He
will immediately fix everything that troubles you,” but it does say “God
will sustain you.” (Dan Hamilton “Why?”)
In an editorial, A. W. Tozer wrote: “To the child of God, there is no such
thing as an accident. He travels an appointed way. . . . Accidents may
indeed appear to befall him and misfortunes stalk his way; but these evils
will be so in appearance only and will seem evil only because we cannot
read the secret script of God’s hidden providence.”
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Question to consider: As we go through life and experience trials and
even victories, how do we find the balance and wisdom to understand
what God’s sovereign plan is even when they look different from what we
expected or are the opposite of our dreams or desires?
Prayer:
Lord, teach us to come to you with our plans and dreams. Show us your
will for every aspect of our lives. Teach us to trust you with our plans and
dreams no matter the end result. Teach us to be willing to move forward
trusting you with every aspect of our life. Give us the faith to believe you
are the sovereign ruler of our lives.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Questions to Consider: Are we ready to give God
full control over all decisions in our lives and leave the end result to His
sovereign will? Can we put our trust in Him, because He already knows
everything about us?
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Devotional - Day 5
Day 5 – Sovereignty of God - Why pray?
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Romans 8:26-27 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches
hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God.
Devotional:
“Though it seems counterintuitive, the sovereignty of God is actually
the reason why we pray. Think of it this way: If God wasn’t sovereign
why in the world would we pray? We pray because we know God is
sovereign, and he has the power to work things according to His will and
plan. Therefore, we pray with boldness, knowing that God is in control.
Consider the prayer of the early disciples in Acts 4:24-28. They speak of
the sovereignty of God in the world, especially in the crucifixion of Jesus.
Rather than discouraging their prayers, this truth actually empowered them
to pray for boldness in continued witness. Rather than being a hindrance to
prayer, the sovereignty of God is actually the fuel for passionate praying.”
(Mike Leake)
“One reason we are so prone to doubt is that we fail to see God at work
in our circumstances. We asked, and nothing happened. But the Lord is
not some cosmic bellhop who jumps in response to our requests. He sees
past, present, and future and knows the right time for every answer. His
invisible hand is already at work on our behalf—arranging situations to
accomplish His will, opening hearts, and preparing us to receive what He
wants to give. To overcome doubts, spend time in the Word to learn God’s
principles and ways. Then you’ll begin to grasp what He wants to achieve
in your life and how He goes about it. Examine your past from a biblical
perspective—faith will grow as you see the unexpected ways He answered
your prayers.” (Charles Stanley)
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Prayer is a human act that God has ordained and which he delights in
because it reflects the dependence of his creatures upon him.
“Do you seek the Lord earnestly and often in secret for deeper knowledge
of Christ, for greater earnestness in prayer, for more boldness in witness,
for sweeter joy in the Holy Spirit, for deeper sorrow for sin, for warmer
compassion for the lost, for more divine power to love? Or is the coolness
and perfunctoriness of your prayer life that you are spiritually self-satisfied
and feel God does not need our prayers, but we do. Romans 8:26 tells
us that, “we do not know what to pray for as we ought.” Yet the Spirit
intercedes for us as we pray. Often what happens is that our eyes are
opened to the ways in which God is working in the world. The Psalmists
consistently pray that God would open our eyes to see things rightly.”
(“Desiring God” John Piper)
Simply put, God commands us to pray. Jesus prayed. Prayer exposes our
heart.
Questions to consider: As you think back on your prayers during the past
week, are your prayers simply prayers of supplication? Are you praying
for God’s will for your day? Do you seek fellowship with God in your
daily prayer life?
Prayer: Lord, we exalt you and praise you for your loving kindness,
grace, mercy and power. Remind us to spend our day in fellowship with
you as we go about our daily routines. Impress upon us your desire to be
included in every aspect of our day. We stand in awe of your sovereignty.
Allow us to trust in, rest in and enjoy knowing you are in control of our
world.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Questions to Consider:
What areas of your life do you need to allow God to have control? How
will you pray for that transfer of control to God? Digging deeper to
understand the Sovereignty of God will affect your prayer life in what
way?
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Week
#4: Maker
The Sovereignty
of God
Promise
/ Promise Keeper
Series Outline - Spring 2018

GOAL: God is referred to many times in Scripture as “Sovereign Lord.”
What does that really mean? The definition of sovereignty is the “supreme
power
or authority.”
Because
God
has created
“all things
in heaven
and
God
created
man in His own
image for
relationship
with Him.
Unfortunately,
the fall
(sin)on
entered
into
the
world
by
man’s
choice
which
resulted
in
a
broken
relationship
with
God.
earth” (Colossians 1:16), He has supreme power and authority over ALL
But God, in His grace and mercy made covenants (promises) with man to restore the
that He has made. He made it; He owns it; it is His to decide what to do
brokenness. In this series, we’ll walk through the Bible to see why and how God made these
with it. Furthermore, we’ll see what they mean for us as followers of Jesus Christ.
promises.
Each week, you’ll have a community group discussion guide that corresponds to the
In a small way we can understand this as a parent. We have a child, and
weekend sermon. Encourage your group to read through the discussion guides ahead of
we and
decide
we willattached.
teach him
or discussion
her, how guides
we will
the child,
time
viewwhat
the resources
These
willraise
be available
in the
Welcome
Center
everyand
weekend
and allow
be available
download
from the
church
website at
and what
we will
will not
whiletothey
are young
and
under
www.emmanuelbaptist.net.  We’re looking forward to learning and growing together
our umbrella of authority. In God’s sovereignty, He chose to give us the
through this series.

ability to make choices, just as we allow our own children to make choices
when they are ready to do so. It can be difficult for us to reconcile God’s
SeriesyetSchedule:
sovereignty with man’s freewill,
God has the authority to grant that
and
stillDates:
retain His sovereignty.
Sermon
Theme & Topic
Community Group
Meeting Dates

Everything
3/3/18
& 3/4/18God

has
made(Creation
is under&His
rule and authority, including
you
Purpose
Redemption)
3/4/18 - 3/9/18
and me. He has the ability and right to do whatever He wants, and because
3/10/18 & 3/11/18
Blessing (Abraham)
3/11/18 - 3/16/18
of His other attributes, such as His omniscience, goodness, justice,
3/17/18
& 3/18/18
Obedience
(Moses)
- 3/23/18
love, etc.,
we can know
that whatever
God chooses to do, it3/18/18
will be
for
the ultimate
good of
His(David)
people
andSunday
for His glory. May we3/25/18
grow in
our
3/24/18
& 3/25/18
Faith
- Palm
- 3/30/18
understanding of God’s sovereignty and learn to rest in knowing He is in
3/31/18 - 4/1/18*
Resurrection Life (Christ) - Easter Sunday*
4/2/18 - 4/6/18*
control.
4/7/18 - 4/8/18

Power (The Holy Spirit)

4/8/18 - 4/13/18

LOVING GOD: Adoption (Lord of All)
4/14/18 - 4/15/18
4/15/18 - 4/20/18
* Memory Verse: Colossians 1:16 “For by Him all things were created:
4/21/18
- 4/22/18
(Kingdom
Come) and invisible, whether
4/21/18
- 4/27/18
things
in heaven Hope
and on
earth, visible
thrones
or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for
Him.”
*Your Community Group may or may not meet this week due to Easter week. This will be
*
2 minutes
of silenceGroup leader & participants.
decided
by the Community
* Devotional: choose one of the 5 devotionals for this week on the
Sovereignty of God to read aloud to the group.
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* Question to Consider: this will come from the devotional as well
* 2 minutes of silence
BUILDING COMMUNITY:
* Growing Connected Questions
- What is one area of your life you wish you could control more? What
do you think having that control would do for you?
- What is the reality of how much we can truly control in life?
- What stood out to you from this past week’s message?
MAKING DISCIPLES:
* Bible Study Scriptures:
Read the following Scriptures out loud in the group: Deuteronomy
3:24; Job 1:20-22; 42:1-3; Psalm 103:19; Isaiah 40:10; Matthew
5:45; Romans 11:33-36; Colossians 1:15-20
* Questions:
- If you are a parent, have you ever told your child to do something,
and when they asked why, you responded with, “Because I said so!”
How does that authority over your child help you understand God’s
authority and sovereignty over you?
- What do we learn about God in Deuteronomy 3:24; Psalm 103:19,
& Isaiah 40:10?
- According to Colossians 1:15-20, what does God have authority
over?
- Read Matthew 5:45. How can we respond to the question, “If God is
sovereign, why does He allow bad things to happen to good people,
or good things to happen to bad people?”
- Read Romans 11:33-36. People tend to fall into one of two extremes
when trying to reconcile God’s sovereignty with man’s freewill.
They will either focus on God’s sovereignty and think God is
controlling them like a puppeteer, or they will focus on man’s
freewill and believe God’s power is limited. How can we reconcile
God’s sovereignty and man’s freewill without falling into either of
these extremes?
- A. W. Tozer in his book, The Knowledge of the Holy, uses the
analogy of an ocean liner heading off on a voyage with its destination
set by those in charge. He likens this in a small way to sovereignty.
The passengers on board are a picture of freewill in that they are able
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to move about the ship and decide what activities they will do. The
ship authorities do not mandate these things. “They are completely
free to move about as they will. They eat, sleep, play, lounge about
on the deck, read, talk, altogether as they please; but all the while the
great liner is carrying them steadily onward toward a predetermined
port” (p.111). How does this analogy help you reconcile God’s
sovereignty and our freewill?
- Since God is sovereign, and everything that happens has passed
through His hands, what does it say when we grumble and complain
about our circumstances? Read Job 1:20-22; 42:1-3. How can these
verses help you deal with difficult circumstances?
* Application questions:
- How does my understanding of God being sovereign affect my
relationship with Him?
- If I truly understand and believe this about God, how will it affect the
way I live?
- What is God saying to me? What am I going to do about it?
* Daily Devotionals:
-Read the daily devotions for Week #4 “The Sovereignty of God.”
*Going Deeper (The following are added optional resources for you
to help you grow in your understanding of this week’s attribute(s) of
God):
1 - If you want to take the challenge, get a copy of A. W. Tozer’s The
Knowledge of the Holy, and read chapter 22.
2 - List the top two struggles/fears in your life and consider what your
response should be to these if God is both good and sovereign.
(God: As He Longs for You To See Him, Chip Ingram)
3 - Chip Ingram, in his study on God’s Attributes (see title above), lists
the following Scriptures as proof that the God of the Bible is above
all. Take time to study these Scriptures and worship the Sovereign
Lord.
The God I worship…
•. . . is before all things. Col. 1:17; Ps. 90:2; Rev. 1:8; 1 Tim. 6:16
•. . . created all things. Gen. 1:1; John 1:3; Col. 1:16
•. . . upholds all things. Heb.1:3; Col. 1:17
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•. . . is above all things. Eph. 4:6; Is 45:5-12
•. . . knows all things. Is. 46:10; Ps. 139:4, 6
•. . . can do all things. Jer. 32:27; Luke 1:37
•. . . accomplishes all things. Is. 14:24; 46:10; Eph. 1:11
•. . . rules over all things. Dan. 4:34-35; 1 Chron. 29:11-12
•. . . is in control of all things. Job 42:2; Rom. 8:28
• earthly kings – Prov. 21:1; Rev. 19:16
• human events – Ps. 33:9-11
• good angels – Col. 1:15-16; Rev. 4:8
• Satan & bad angels – Job 1:6; Eph. 1:21; Phil. 2:10
• human decisions – Eph. 1:11; Rom. 8:29-30; Acts 2:23; 13:48
4 - Listen to this song and have a time of worship, reflecting on the
sovereignty of God: Not For A Moment - https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=XD0cvWImVjA
5 - Video exerpt from David Platt on the sovereignty of God - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0th5nVlKUBY
6 - Article - https://www.ligonier.org/blog/whats-so-great-aboutsovereignty-god/
7 - Article - https://www.crossway.org/articles/dont-let-go-of-godssovereignty-over-your-worst/
8 – Video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQFihHHjIt4 John
Piper
9 – Video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGhFslv1HKo John
MacArthur
10 - Website - https://www.gotquestions.org/free-will-sovereign.html
11 - Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: Chapter 16: God’s
Providence, “Can Choices Ordained By God Be Real Choices?”
pgs. 343-346.
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12 - Excerpt From: Wayne A. Grudem. “Systematic Theology.”
iBooks. https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/systematic-theology/
id398992021?mt=11
“Thus, when we ask whether we have “free will,” it is important to
be clear as to what is meant by the phrase. Scripture nowhere says
that we are “free” in the sense of being outside of God’s control or
of being able to make decisions that are not caused by anything.
Nor does it say we are “free” in the sense of being able to do right
on our own apart from God’s power. But we are nonetheless free
in the greatest sense that any creature of God could be free — we
make willing choices, choices that have real effects. We are aware
of no restraints on our will from God when we make decisions. We
must insist that we have the power of willing choice; otherwise
we will fall into the error of fatalism or determinism and thus
conclude that our choices do not matter, or that we cannot really
make willing choices. On the other hand, the kind of freedom that
is demanded by those who deny God’s providential control of all
things, a freedom to be outside of God’s sustaining and controlling
activity, would be impossible if Jesus Christ is indeed “continually
carrying along things by his word of power” (Heb. 1:3, author’s
translation). If this is true, then to be outside of that providential
control would simply be not to exist! An absolute “freedom,”
totally free of God’s control, is simply not possible in a world
providentially sustained and directed by God himself.”
13 - Excerpt From: Paul P. Enns. “The Moody Handbook of
Theology.” iBooks. https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/the-moodyhandbook-of- theology/id774305899?mt=11
“The human dilemma is the inability to comprehend both truths
(God’s sovereignty and human responsibility) existing side by
side—and they do. God’s sovereignty and human responsibility
are frequently seen together. At Pentecost Peter explained why
Christ died—it was due to God’s sovereign hand, yet in the same
comment Peter indicted the people for having crucified Jesus (Acts
2:23). God had ordained the death of Christ, but the people who
crucified Him were responsible. Who can comprehend that?”
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14 - Excerpt From: Paul P. Enns. “The Moody Handbook of
Theology.” iBooks. https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/the-moodyhandbook-of- theology/id774305899?mt=11
“The tension between God’s sovereignty and human
responsibility can be laid to rest in realizing the tension exists—
and must remain. But the tension can be tolerated in recognizing
that these two truths represent an *antinomy. The Scriptures
frequently infer the inability of the human mind to comprehend the
mind and magnitude of God (Deut. 29:29; Prov. 25:2; Isa. 55:8, 9;
Rom. 11:33– 36).”
*Antinomy refers to a real or apparent mutual incompatibility of
two laws.
15 – Quote to consider – “A life in Christ has hard edges and dark
valleys, but it is purposeful even when painful.” – Rosaria
Butterfield
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Devotional - Day 1
Day 1 - God’s Goodness
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Matthew 7:9-11 (NIV)
Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he
asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!
Devotional
“That God is good is taught or implied on every page of the Bible and
must be received as an article of faith as impregnable as the throne of
God.” – A.W. Tozer
When we think of the goodness of God our thoughts tend to go to things
that make us happy and our life easier. Times when everything just seems
to fall into place and we can go throughout our day without much thought
or effort. In those times it’s easy to explain to others that God is good, to
feel loved and not question what God is doing in your life. What about
when things aren’t going so well? When life seems to be more than you
can handle, and everything seems to be against you. Do you still think of
the goodness of God?
It is not easy to go through tough times. Sometimes no matter what anyone
says, it does not make it any easier. Consider it pure joy whenever you
face trials of many kinds (James 1:2-4) are great verses, but in the middle
of a trial it can be hard to put on a happy face. I don’t think Joseph was
excited about being thrown into a pit and sold into slavery by his brothers.
In my own personal life, I can see how God guided and prepared me for
what I am doing today. I can look back 26 years ago and see how God
made a decision for me that I would not have made myself. At the time
I was angry at God for what happened but looking back on it now and
seeing God’s hand on it, I know it was probably the only way and it was
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what was best for me. I just wasn’t able to see that at the time. He got my
attention the only way He could.
God is always working in our lives, and He is always going to do what is
good. We can have faith that He always has our best interest in mind. We
can rest in the fact, no matter what is going on in our life, He is working it
out for the good of those who love Him (Romans 8:28). Whether things in
your life are going well or your back is against the wall, God has a reason
for it. In the end it will always be what’s best. It may not be the outcome
that we hoped or even prayed for, but we must realize that we are a part
of something bigger than ourselves. There is a bigger plan that God is
working out, and we are just one small part of it.
Questions to consider:
Do you tend to only see God’s goodness when things are going well?
Do you find things to thank God for everyday?
What can you do to help remind yourself that God is good even when
things aren’t going according to plan?
Prayer:
Lord, I know you are good and you always have my best interest in mind.
Help me to put my faith and trust in your plan for my life. When life is
tough, and I am struggling, help me to focus on you and your goodness.
Remind me of the times that you have come through for me and that you
will see me through again. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening questions to consider:Where did you see God’s
goodness at work today in your life?
Have you thanked God for His goodness?
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Devotional - Day 2
Day 2 - God’s Goodness
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: James 1:17 (NIV)
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father
of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
Devotional
“The goodness of God is the drive behind all the blessings He daily
bestows upon us.” – A.W. Tozer
As we go throughout our day there are things happening all around us.
Things that we take for granted and just assume will always be there.
Whether we notice or not, God is always at work; our response does not
change who He is or what He does. If we are not paying attention there
is a good chance that we miss God showing up in the simple everyday
activities. Even though God’s goodness can go unnoticed by us, God does
not stop being good to us. It is His nature and it brings Him joy, even if we
don’t take the time to thank Him for all the blessings in our life. Maybe
you don’t think the small things in life are a blessing from God. After all,
with so many little things that happen throughout the day, could He really
have a hand in everything?
God is good. It is not just what He does; it is who He is. No one is good
except God alone (Luke 18:19). We try to be good, but we often fail no
matter how hard we try. Our sin nature is always going to get in the way at
some point. We can have the best intentions but will eventually let others
down. I may be able to do it for a day or I string a couple days together,
but eventually the streak will end. God on the other hand continues to be
good to us daily. He never lets us down and even in the smallest details He
is able to let His goodness shine through.
Life is non-stop. The older I get the faster things move. Sometimes days,
weeks and even months can go by and I will look back and think, “Where
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did the time go?” Because of this it is easy to overlook the goodness of
God in our everyday lives. We get to the end of the day and either feel
like it was a good day, or we are totally exhausted and can’t wait to go
to bed and start over again in the morning. It’s really an easy pattern
to fall into. If we don’t want days, weeks, or months to go by without
experiencing God’s goodness, we must be intentionally looking for it,
keeping our focus on Him. God promises that His goodness will follow
us all of our days (Psalms 23:6). So if we miss the blessing, we have no
one to blame but ourselves.
Questions to consider:
Do you notice God’s goodness in the simple things in life?
What are some things or people that you take for granted that are actually
the goodness of God?
How can you slow down today and experience God’s goodness?
How can you bless others today with the blessing God gives you?
Prayer:
Lord, thank you for being so good to me even when in my busyness I do
not notice all that you do for me. Help me to see you at work in all things
and not miss the blessings that you put in my life daily. Help me not only
to recognize your goodness in my life but also find opportunities to share
your goodness with others. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening questions to consider:
Did you see God at work today in areas that you took for granted before?
Were you able to find ways to bless others today?
Take time to thank God for blessings in your life and intentionally write
a thank you note to God or the people in your life that you have taken for
granted. Let them know how much they mean to you.
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Devotional - Day 3
Day 3 - God’s Goodness
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Psalm 102:25-28 (NIV)
25 In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands.
26 They will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like a garment.
Like clothing you will change them
and they will be discarded.
27 But you remain the same,
and your years will never end.
28 The children of your servants will live in your presence;
their descendants will be established before you.”
Devotional
“He has never been kinder than He now is, nor will He ever be less kind.”
– A.W. Tozer
“Treat others the way you would like to be treated”, the golden rule.
This is a great way to live life and things would definitely go smoother
if everyone followed this rule. The truth is, most of the time it works in
reverse. How we treat others depends on how they treat us. If someone is
nice to us, then we will be nice back. If they do something we don’t like
we tend to feel differently about that person. It’s hard not to react to the
way others treat us. We would love to be consistent and treat people the
same no matter how they treat us, but it is not our nature.
I love my kids and they are definitely part of God’s goodness in my life.
Most of the time they are great kids and I am always proud of them, but
sometimes they can be frustrating as well. No matter how much we try to
teach them to be good to each other, sometimes it’s like we never taught
them anything. They can be mean, manipulative, and act like they don’t
care at all for each other. As I watch in disbelief, I think I am the worst
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parent ever and they do not listen at all. I certainly didn’t teach them to
be mean to each other. That is something that we don’t have to learn, it is
part of our sin nature. We naturally put ourselves first. It is something that
we don’t have to be taught. There is hope. As we grow closer to God and
become more like Him, we start to take on His nature, and we start to treat
others the way God would treat them.
God has never changed, nor will He ever change. He is as good to us now
as He will ever be. There is nothing we can do to change that. We want
to strive to be more like Him. Even though we fail at times, He stays
consistent. “He is no respecter of persons but makes His sun to shine
on the evil as well as on the good and sends His rain in the just and the
unjust.” – A.W. Tozer. God’s unchanging nature is something that we can
put our faith in. We can know without a doubt that He will always be good
to His children.
Questions to consider
Do you find yourself reacting negatively to others that have not treated you
well?
Who can you be good to today that you feel does not deserve it?
Prayer:
Lord, thank you for always being consistent. Please help me to be more
like you each day, thinking of others before I think of myself. Give me
your heart that I may learn to treat others the way you would want me to
treat them regardless of how I am treated in return. Help me to be good to
others without expecting anything in return. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Conclude with silence (2minute)
Afternoon/Evening questions to consider
Did you find yourself thinking differently about how you treated people
today? What is one change you can make that will help you treat people
the way God would want you to treat them?
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Devotional - Day 4
Day 4 - God’s Goodness
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:12-13 (NIV)
Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to
you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
Devotional
“Prayer is not itself meritorious. It lays God under no obligation nor puts
Him in debt to any. He hears prayer because He is good, and for no other
reason.” – A.W. Tozer
Have you ever been talking to someone and they are looking at you, but
you can tell that their mind is elsewhere? They have good intensions but
there is something going on in their life or they have something else to
do that they don’t want to forget, and they just can’t get it out of their
mind. I’m sure you can think of a time when this has happened to you or
you have done this to someone else. We would love to always be present
in the moment but sometimes our thoughts just take over and it’s hard to
concentrate on what’s right in front of us. It’s not that what they are saying
isn’t important, but we can be easily distracted, or we have overextended
ourselves and the stress will not let us focus.
Going through life, it is difficult to be 100% on all the time. We would
love to always be at our best and be the best we can be to others. It is
just simply not something we are capable of. There are times when we
are doing really well and we can focus on the moment, but it is tough to
maintain. Eventually we will fail. I know there have been times when I
have walked away from a conversation and a couple minutes later wonder
what in the world did I just talk to that person about. Well, maybe not that
bad, but it’s close. I’m sure if you ask my wife she would say that I have
done that to her a time or two.
Most times we only have one person that we must pay attention to, or at
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most a handful in the room. When there is more than one person in a part
of a conversation we can get away with not being 100% there. God on
the other hand, is able to listen to us all the time. It doesn’t matter what is
going on in the world, how many people are trying to talk to Him, or how
big or small our problem is. When we pray, He is listening like it is the
only thing going on. It is part of His goodness to us. It is hard to imagine
the creator of the universe, the one who is in control of everything, would
just stop what He is doing and focus 100% on you. Not because He has
to but because He loves you. He wants you to know He cares and you are
important to Him. We can have no doubt that when we pray He is looking
us straight in the eyes and we have His full attention.
As you go throughout the day try to focus more on what people are
saying to you and when you pray picture God sitting right there listening
to you.
Questions to consider
When you pray do you have confidence that God is listening? Why or
Why not?
Why are we so easily distracted?
Are you able to be present with your family?
Are you able to pay attention most times when you are having
conversations with others?
Prayer
Lord, thank you for always listening to me when I pray and the
confidence that I can have in knowing that you are always there for me.
Help me to focus and listen to others the way you listen to me. Help me
to control my schedule so that I am not easily distracted. Help me to slow
down and know what is most important. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Conclude with silence (2minute)
Afternoon/Evening questions to consider
Were you able to be most present with people today?
Did you think of God differently in your prayer time today?
How did picturing God right there in the room with you change the way
you prayed?
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Devotional - Day 5
Day 5 - God’s Goodness
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Romans 7:15-20 (NIV)
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what
I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is
good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me.
For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.
For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this
I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who
do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
Devotional:
“But sin has made us timid and self-conscious, as well it might. Years of
rebellion against God have bred in us a fear that cannot be overcome in a
day. The captured rebel does not enter willingly the presence of the king he
has so long fought unsuccessfully to overthrow.” – A.W. Tozer
Did you ever wake up and say, “God please do not share any of your
goodness with me today, I want this day to be as difficult as possible and
at the end of the day I don’t want anything to make sense”. Of course, you
would never say that; we want just the opposite. We want God’s best. We
want to know why everything happens, and at the end of the day we would
love the overall picture to look like a completed puzzle.
We may never actually verbalize that we don’t want God’s goodness but
often times our actions do. Sin separates us from God. When we continue
in sin, we are turning our back on God’s goodness. The less time we
spend with God the easier it is. Without taking time to make sure we are
on the right path, we will just go throughout our day never knowing how
far we have strayed. We gradually wander off of the path and at some
point, we look around and wonder how we got so far off track. Then it
is too late to make a course correction; instead we need to make major
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changes and it’s not easy to get back to where we want to be. Whether we
do this intentionally or unintentionally we are turning our backs on God’s
goodness. On the path is where we want to be, or we at least know that is
where we should be but living in this world we can get distracted by sin.
Doing things on our own we can end up with less than God’s best.
Thankfully God’s goodness is more powerful than the traps of this world.
He can pull out of any situation that we can get ourselves into. The
ultimate goodness that God showed was when He sent His son to die on
the cross for our sin. John 3:16-17 (NIV):
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.
If His goodness ended there that would be more than we ever needed or
deserved, but it didn’t end there. God’s goodness continues, and He will
always be there for His Children. Choose today to turn from your sin and
run toward the God who loves you. He is waiting with open arms!
Questions to consider:
Have you accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior?
How much time do you spend in God’s Word?
Do you find it hard to stay on track?
What do you do to make sure you are on the right path?
Prayer:
Lord, I know I don’t deserve your goodness but thank you for being good
to me anyway. Thank you for paying the ultimate price for my sin dying
on the cross. Help me to stay on the right path and grow closer to you
daily by spending time in your word getting to know you more. Show me
where I need to change and give me the courage and boldness to make the
changes. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Conclude with silence (2minute)
Afternoon/Evening questions to consider:
Has spending time in God’s word helped you stay closer to God?
What is one thing that you could change to make sure you don’t miss
God’s goodness in your life?
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- What stood out to you from this past week’s message?
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MAKING DISCIPLES:
* Bible Study Scriptures:
Read the following Scriptures out loud in the group: Genesis 3:1-5;
Exodus 33:18-20; 34:5-7; Psalm 31:19-20; 103:1-14
* Questions:
- Read Genesis 3:1-5. How did the serpent deceive Eve? What was he
trying to get Eve to question about God? How did the doubts about
God’s goodness affect how Eve behaved?
- What is the relationship between believing God is good and our level
of obedience to Him?
- In Exodus 33:18-20, when Moses asks to see God’s glory, God
responds by saying, “I will cause all My goodness to pass in front
of you, and I will proclaim My name, the LORD, in your presence.”
How does God’s goodness show His glory?
- How would you explain God’s goodness to someone? How is that
different from how the world defines goodness?
- Read Exodus 34:5-7. How does God describe His own goodness in
these verses? Share at least one time with the group that you
witnessed God’s goodness to you in the form of His compassion,
grace, slowness to anger, love, faithfulness, forgiveness of
wickedness and rebellion, or even discipline. At the time, did you see
that experience as God’s goodness to you?
- What do we learn about God from Psalm 31:19-20? Which part of
these verses resonates with you most? Why?
- Read Psalm 103:1-14. List all the things God does for us. What
attributes of God can you identify in this passage? How do these
verses show God’s goodness? What are you most thankful for about
God in this passage?
* Application questions:
- How does my understanding of God’s goodness affect my
relationship with Him?
- How does the way you live your life reflect your faith in God’s
goodness to you?
- What is God saying to me? What am I going to do about it?
* Daily Devotionals:
-Read the daily devotions for Week #5 “The Goodness of God.”
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*Going Deeper (The following are added optional resources for you
to help you grow in your understanding of this week’s attribute(s) of
God):
1 - If you want to take the challenge, get a copy of A. W. Tozer’s The
Knowledge of the Holy, and read chapter 16.
2 - Remembering that every good and perfect gift is from God (James
1:17), see how many good gifts from God you can list on a piece of
paper in five minutes. When you have finished, ask yourself how often
you have an attitude of thankfulness to God for most of these gifts.
Why do you think we tend to forget that these blessings come from
God? What can we do to remember more frequently? End each entry
with “of His goodness.”
3 - Listen to these songs and have a time of worship, reflecting on the
goodness of God:
Good Good Father - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlsQrycKKsY
King of My Heart - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpqSbKYxd9Y
4 - An article on God’s goodness even in the darkest and most difficult
moments:
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/goodness-and-me--2
5 – Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7_E_fZGVrI
6 – Other related Scriptures: Psalm 100:5; Luke 18:19; James 1:17;
Genesis 1:3; Galations6:9-10
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Devotional - Day 1
Day 1 - God’s Holiness
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Exodus 15:11
Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like You glorious in
holiness…?
Devotional:
Holiness can mean purity, set apart or unreachable; but even those words
don’t describe it well enough. We might say God is morally excellent, but
that isn’t adequate either. As humanity trying to describe God as Holy,
we will never get the “right” word. Mostly because our definitions will
compare His holiness to something else…when nothing else is Holy as
He is Holy. Tozer says that we mean rectitude; we mean honor; we mean
truth and righteousness; we mean all of these --- uncreated and eternal.
(Attributes of God Vol 1 p 159) I think that is why the praise choruses
can only state Who God is and praise Him for that. Remember the tune
to “Holy, You are Holy; King of kings, Lord of lords, You are Holy…I
worship You” found in the song “Worthy, You are Worthy” by Jon Meon?
Hum or sing that now and let God overwhelm you with His holiness.
Unchangeable as He is, God is “the All-Holy, the Holy One; He is holiness
itself, beyond the power of thought to grasp or of word to express, beyond
the power of all praise.” (p 160) Who is like our God? Yet He loves us
and inhabits our praises. Dwell on that for a while and you too will be
silenced into awe.
Question to Consider
Why is it hard for us to understand holiness?
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Prayer
O Lord God, we know nothing like your divine holiness. You stand apart
and incomprehensible and we cannot even imagine You in Your holiness.
Yet you grant us the Spirit of the Holy One. Your Spirit flows through
truth and illuminates our heart. Thank you for Your Spirit of Truth.
Thank You for Your Holiness. Thank You for leading our hearts to You.
Amen.
Conclude with Silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider
Which people or circumstances in your life have led you to see God as
Holy?
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Devotional - Day 2
Day 2 - God’s Holiness
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Isaiah 6:3 And one cried to another, and said, Holy, holy, holy
is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory.
Devotional
One word is used almost exclusively of God the Holy One in the Hebrew
Bible. It is rarely used of anything or person except God the Holy One.
The King James Bible refers to it in the abstract – “the holy” rather than
“the Holy One.” And yet the Jewish Bible says “the knowledge of the
Holy One.” Also in the Jewish it is “the All-Holy”. These translators
encountered exactly the same word more than forty times and translated
it “the Holy One.” So obviously this is God! And yet there is enough
vagueness about it that that the King James translators felt free to make it
abstract and call it “the holy”. (Attributes Vol 1 pp. 162-3)
Because we are created beings, we can’t appreciate God’s holiness in its
full extent. It is as if our minds need His holiness to even contemplate
who He is as Holy. God’s word can get us close to grasping holiness
through suggestion, association and cross reference of Scripture, yet it
is still inadequate. But still, God wants us to know Him and in that, His
Holiness. What a mighty God we serve!
Question to Consider
What does this word for “holy” that describes God mean for us in our
relationship to God?
Prayer
Thank you Lord that you ARE the Holy One. Through You we gain
everything! We wonder in Your world-filling Mystery and are filled with
fear in Your presence. Our hearts leap with You as our Father. You are
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King of Kings and Lord of Lords! We kneel in adoration of Your place as
High and Lofty One. Thank You for inhabiting eternity. Amen.
Conclude with Silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider
How can we appreciate God in His incomprehensible holiness and still
serve Him in a fallen world?
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Devotional - Day 3
Day 3 - God’s Holiness
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
wisdom; and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.
Devotional:
God speaks of Himself often as fire. What is this devouring fire? It is
not hell, but the presence of God. Do you not know that fire can dwell
with fire? You can put the iron into the fire and the iron can learn to live
with the fire by absorbing the fire and beginning to glow in incandescent
brightness in the fire. (Attributes of God Vol 1 p. 166) So we will dwell in
the fire of God in His Holiness. God dwells there. We can shine there.
What is that fire? It is the presence of God. That is His Holiness. That
is the passion in which we can know God and share God. Even a passing
glimpse and feel of a fire portrays what we can absorb of His holiness.
But drawing closer and closer is His desire for us. The warmth and
illumination can be experienced and shared.
Question to Consider:
How does the “iron in the fire” glow illustrate the work of the Holy Spirit
in a person’s life?
Prayer:
Thank You Lord God that You are a consuming fire. Consume anything
that is not of You in our lives. Make us walk righteously, speak uprightly,
and shut our eyes from seeing evil. Your Holiness is hotter and brighter
than we can ever comprehend. Your Holiness is our desire. Thank you
Jesus for Your blazing Light in our lives. Thank You Holy Spirit for
working in and through us this day. Amen.
Conclude with Silence (2 minutes)
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Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
How is the Trinity (God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit) related to
the attributes of fire? Consider its use, abilities and essence.
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Devotional - Day 4
Day 4 - God’s Holiness
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Psalm 22:3 Yet You are enthroned as the Holy One; You are
the One Israel praises.
Devotional:
There is another word for “holy” that is not used of God very often. It is
not a “high” word; it is used often of created things. It is something that
is “holy by contact or association” with something holy. We hear of holy
ground or holy people or holy works. It’s not the same awe-filled word
that He uses when He says “the holy” or “the Holy One”. (Attributes of
God Vol 1 pp 163 )
We desire to be holy because we want to be associated with God. We
like being His child when we share in His greatness. We are only holy by
being and staying in contact with Him. This takes time. Time in prayer,
time in the Word, time learning about Him through others who know Him.
Don’t sell yourself short and settle for less. Take the time and effort
necessary to be associated with the Lord. Sometimes it may hurt as we
are reminded of how we haven’t measured up. But not as those without
hope, no - as a child knowing the true love of their Father who points out
shortcomings to show us the way to wholeness. Take the time to get to
know the Holy One and to seek the holiness our Creator has and to praise
Him for it.
Question to Consider:
Do you think we are guilty of being too “familiar” with God? How then
can we draw near to God in intimate relationship?
Prayer:
Dear Precious Jesus. You are Holy and the Holy One. We praise You
for Your holiness. Thank You for allowing us created beings to be with
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You: to learn from You and to be changed by You. Associate us with your
holiness and draw us closer to you in your divine whiteness. We want
to be more like You and be used by You. Thank You for Your love that
makes that possible. Amen.
Conclude with Silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider
Do you remember your conversion as a revolutionary, radical, wondrous,
terrible, glorious thing? Do you forget that God is the Holy One of Israel?
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Devotional - Day 5
Day 5 - God’s Holiness
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: 1 Peter 1:15-16 But just as He who called you is Holy, so be
holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am Holy.”
Devotional:
In the New Testament, there is a Greek word about God being holy. The
definition of that word is “Awful (full of awe) Thing.” Now think of that.
The Awful Thing -- that’s one meaning of the word holy -- the Holy
One! (Attributes of God Vol 1 p. 163)
Think of Him who is Awe-full. Respect Him, revere Him and humble
yourself before Him because He is that great! Greater than a sunrise or
anything you think is amazing. He is holy!
If you can grasp that neatly and not be changed, it is a wonder if you have
really seen God. We need the overwhelming and reckless encounters; the
long retreats of adoration to know Him. Let God be God…GOD, THE
Holy.
Listen to this song, or just read the lyrics about our God and His holiness:

Holy, Holy, Holy
by Audrey Assad

Holy, holy, holy
Lord, God Almighty
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee
Holy, holy, holy
Merciful and mighty
God in three persons blessed Trinity
Holy, holy, holy
Though the darkness hide Thee
88

God’s Holiness
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee
Perfect in power, in love, and purity
Holy, holy, holy
Lord, God Almighty
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea
Holy, holy, holy
Merciful and mighty
God in three persons blessed Trinity
Songwriters: John B. Dykes / Reginald Heber / George S. Schuler
Holy, Holy, Holy lyrics © Warner/Chappell Music, Inc, Universal Music Publishing
Group

Question to Consider
How can we see God as the Holy One and still draw near? How can we
see Him as He is and still desire Him?
Prayer
Holy and Awesome God, You are amazing! We bask in awe of You and
Your Holiness. You are the Holy One! Thank You for Your Word. Thank
You for the ability to see You as holy and to imitate You in holiness.
Thank You for who You are. We bless You and praise You and Magnify
Your Holy Name. Amen.
Conclude with Silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider
How does the holiness of God relate to our daily Christian walk? What
does being holy say about our daily priorities?
*Questions came from The Attributes of God Volume One—Study Guide.
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hearts from bitterness. We will serve joyfully and passionately for the
things of God.
How often do we reflect on the holiness of God? Even as Holy God, His
desire is to have a relationship with us in spite of our unworthiness. How
cool is that?
LOVING GOD:
* Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:21 “For He has made Him to be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him.”
* 2 minutes of silence
* Devotional: choose one of the 5 devotionals for this week on the
Holiness of God to read aloud to the group.
* Question to Consider: this will come from the devotional as well
* 2 minutes of silence
BUILDING COMMUNITY:
* Growing Connected Questions
- What words or images come to mind when you think of God’s
holiness?
- What stood out to you from this past week’s message?
MAKING DISCIPLES:
* Bible Study Scriptures:
Read the following Scriptures out loud in the group: Isaiah 6:1-5; I
Samuel 2:2; Psalm 96:7-9; I Peter 1:13-23
* Questions:
- Read Isaiah 6:1-5. How is the Lord described in these verses? How
does Isaiah describe himself? What brings him to this conclusion
about himself?
- Read I Samuel 2:2 and Psalm 96:7-9. What should be our response
to God’s holiness?
- Read I Peter 1:13-23. In verse 16, Peter quotes something God
repeatedly says in Leviticus (see Leviticus 11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7),
“Be holy, because I am holy.” What is God calling us to? How
can we live holy lives in a sinful world? What things, activities, or
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relationships in your life are hindering you from reflecting God’s
holiness?
- In I Peter 1:22, Peter states that our souls are purified by obedience
to the truth. What are the things he lists that we are to be obeying
and living out in holiness?
* Application questions:
- How does my understanding of God being holy affect my
relationship with Him?
- If I truly understand and believe this about God, how will it affect the
way I live?
- What is God saying to me? What am I going to do about it?
* Daily Devotionals:
-Read the daily devotions for Week #6 “The Holiness of God.”
*Going Deeper (The following are added optional resources for you
to help you grow in your understanding of this week’s attribute(s) of
God):
1 - If you want to take the challenge, get a copy of A. W. Tozer’s The
Knowledge of the Holy, and read chapter 21.
2 - Read Isaiah 6 to see God’s leading in Isaiah’s life. Isaiah was a
righteous man. Isaiah saw the Holiness of God, which led Isaiah to
understand his own sinfulness. This led Isaiah to then understand
the sinfulness of his people. This also led him to understand that
he was unworthy to stand in the presence of God. Once Isaiah
understood these things, God removed Isaiah’s guilt, which led to
His atoning for Isaiah’s sin.
3 – Video from Bible Project https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=l9vn5UvsHvM
4 – Book – The Holiness of God by R. C. Sproul
5 – Book – The Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry Bridges
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Sermon Notes:
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Devotional - Day 1

Day 1 - God’s Grace – our only way to salvation
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Ephesians 2:4-10 (NIV)
(4) But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, (5)
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it
is by grace you have been saved. (6) And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with Him in the heavenly realms with Christ Jesus, (7) in order
that in the coming ages, He might show the incomparable riches of His
grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. (8) For it is by grace
you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God – (9) not by works, so that no one can boast. (10) For we
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.
Devotional
God’s grace – what is it? One way to remember is God’s Riches At
Christ’s Expense. It is God’s kindness, mercy, unmerited favor, and
forgiving love. God’s grace is a gift given to us that we don’t deserve
in any way, shape or form. Yet this gift cost God everything. The Bible
has 131 verses that mention grace, 42 for gracious, and 4 for graciously.
Besides the scripture given above, an old hymn about God’s marvelous
grace came to mind. Verses 1 and 4 explain very clearly what God’s grace
is: Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, Grace that exceeds our sin and
our guilt. Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured, there where the blood of
the Lamb was spilt. Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, freely bestowed
on all who believe. You who are longing to see His face, will you this
moment His grace receive? (Grace Greater than our Sin by Julia H.
Johnston and Daniel B. Towner, © 1938)
A.W. Tozer, in his book, The Knowledge of the Holy, says, “…so grace
is His goodness directed toward human debt and demerit. It is by grace
that God imputes merit where none previously existed and declares no
debt to be where one had been before. Grace is the good pleasure of God
that inclines Him to bestow benefits upon the undeserving. It’s use to us
sinful men is to save us and to make us sit together in heavenly places to
demonstrate to the ages, the exceeding riches of God’s kindness to us in
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Christ Jesus, the only channel through which God’s grace flows out to
us.”
The only way any of us can enter into a relationship with God is because
of His grace toward us. We are dead in our sins and separated from
God. (Romans 3:23) God’s mercy withholds the punishment that we
deserve for our sins, then grace gives us blessings that we don’t deserve
either. (Romans 6:23) God chose to cancel our debt and replace it with
His righteousness (imputes merit where none existed), by sacrificing
His only, perfect Son, Jesus, in our place. (John 3:16) This gift of grace
is the greatest treasure that God gives to us – to those least deserving of
it. Anyone can receive the gift of grace. There is no cost to the person
receiving the gift, it is free to all who accept it, though the immense cost
was paid through the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. This gift, once
received, is ours to keep forever – God does not take it back. God’s gift
of grace is so extravagant. He loves us so much, that understanding what
it cost God should bring us to tears and repentance. He knows everything
we have done and still extends grace to us.
Question to Consider:
Will you this moment His grace receive? If you have accepted God’s
gift of grace – thank Him. If you haven’t – do you want to know more
about how to receive salvation? If so, please talk to your Community
Group Leader or one of the Pastors.
Prayer:
Heavenly Father, I know that you have extended grace to me, in spite
of my behavior and in spite of my sins. You are such a good and loving
God who comes to all those who need You and call on You – no matter
what. I need You in my life, Father. I know that I am far from perfect and
that my sins are not hidden from you. Yet I know that You love me and
forgive me unconditionally. Thank you Lord, for your grace. Help me to
always focus on You and help me to see the clear, narrow path in front of
me so that I can walk in Your ways and in Your love. Thank you, Father.
I love You. Amen.
Conclude with Silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider
What does the gift of God’s grace mean to you? How does this gift make
a difference in your daily life?
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Devotional - Day 2

Day2- God’s Grace – It’s the same for everyone who believes
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Matthew 20:1-16 (NIV) The Parable of the Workers in the
Vineyard
(1)For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. (2)He agreed to pay them a
denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. (3)About nine in the
morning, he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing
nothing. (4)He told them, “You also go and work in my vineyard and I
will pay you whatever is right.” (5)So they went. He went out again about
noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. (6)About
five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around.
He asked them, “Why have you been standing here all day long doing
nothing?” (7)“Because no one has hired us,“ they answered. He said
them, “You also go and work in my vineyard.” (8)When evening came,
the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, “Call the workers and pay
them their wages, beginning with the last one hired and going on to the
first.” (9)The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came
and each received a denarius. (10)So when those came who were hired
first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received
a denarius. (11)When they received it, they began to grumble against the
landowner. (12)“These who were hired last worked only one hour,” they
said, “and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of
the work and the heat of the day.” (13)But he answered one of them, “I am
not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius?
(14)Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the
same as I gave you. (15)Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my
own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?” (16)So the last
will be first and the first will be last.
Devotional
This parable that is only recorded in Matthew’s gospel, describes how
grace works from God’s point of view. The landowner (God), went to the
marketplace several times during the day (6 am, 9 am, 12 noon, 3 pm, and
5 pm) to hire workers (believers) to work in his vineyard (God’s kingdom).
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The work day represents the life of the believers spent in service for God’s
kingdom. Only those hired at 6 am were offered the pay of 1 denarius,
which was a very generous pay for day workers. The denarius represents
eternal life. The other workers were promised “whatever is right”. When
evening came (the believer’s life was over, either by death or Jesus
returning), the landowner pays the workers, in reverse order from when
they were hired. Those who worked 1 hour received a denarius. In fact,
all the workers received 1 denarius, regardless of the amount of time they
worked. The first men who agreed to the denarius were very upset and felt
that the landowner was being unfair. They worked longer and harder and
felt that they deserved more money.
The parable’s most obvious lesson is that God gives the same abundant
grace to everyone who believes in Jesus. There is no partiality. It does
not matter if you come to Christ early in your life and serve the kingdom
many years, or you have a deathbed conversion – we all receive the same
eternal life. We all get to live in the Father’s house (John 14:2). We are
all heirs and joint heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). We don’t receive a
part of heaven – we get the whole thing! The ground at the cross is level.
Everyone receives God’s complete, abundant grace, which is so much
more than we deserve. It is Father’s good pleasure to give the redeemed
the kingdom (Luke 12:32) – every person and in equal abundance.
A.W. Tozer, in his book, The Knowledge of the Holy, says, “We must
keep in mind that the grace of God is infinite and eternal. As it had no
beginning, so it can have no end, and being an attribute of God, it is as
boundless as infinitude.”
A story was told about a teacher who spent time before the final exam
to review with the class. When it was time for the exam, the students
were instructed to leave them face-down on the desk until everyone had
received one. When the students turned the exam over, every answer
was filled in. The bottom of the exam said, “This is the end of the Final
Exam. All the answers on your test are correct. You will receive an ‘A’
on the exam. The reason you passed the test is because the creator of the
test took it for you. All the work you did in preparation for this test did
not help you get the ‘A’. You have just experienced……GRACE!!” The
teacher then asked each student, “What was your grade? Did you deserve
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the grade you are receiving? How much did all your studying for this
exam help you receive your final grade?”
Have you thanked your Creator today because of the grace you have
experienced?
Question to Consider:
Since the eternal life we will receive is the same whether we do a little or
do a lot to serve God in this life, what incentive do we have to make an
effort to serve God? In what ways is God’s Grace not unfair?
Prayer:
Thank you Father that your grace is sufficient to redeem all who believe.
Whether You call someone early or late in life, it is Your decision to have
mercy on whom You will have mercy. Help us to rejoice when any sinner
comes to repentance. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God
our Father, who loved us and by His grace gave us eternal comfort and a
wonderful hope, comfort you and strengthen you in every good thing you
do and say. Amen. (2 Thess. 2:16-17)
Conclude with Silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
What does Jesus mean in Matthew 20:16 when He says, “So the last
will be first and the first will be last”? What does that look like in your
everyday life?
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Devotional - Day 3

Day3- God’s Grace – God’s grace in the Old Testament
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Nehemiah 9:16,17,19a, 26-28,31,33 (Amplied Bible)
(16)But they (Israelites) and our fathers acted presumptuously and
stiffened their necks, and did not heed Your commandments. (17)They
refused to obey, nor were they mindful of Your wonders and miracles
which You did among them; but they stiffened their necks and in their
rebellion appointed a captain, that they might return to their bondage
[in Egypt]. But You are a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and of steadfast love; and You did not forsake them. (19)
You in Your great mercy forsook them not in the wilderness…(26)Yet
they were disobedient and rebelled against You and cast Your law behind
their back and killed Your prophets who accused and warned them to turn
to You again; and they committed great and contemptible blasphemies.
(27)Therefore You delivered them into the hand of their enemies, who
distressed them. In the time of their suffering when they cried to You,
You heard them from heaven and according to Your abundant mercy, You
gave them deliverers, who saved them from their enemies. (28)But after
they had rest, they did evil again before You; therefore You left them in
the hands of their enemies, so that they had dominion over them. Yet
when they turned and cried to You, You heard them from heaven and many
times You delivered them according to Your mercies. (31)Yet in Your great
mercies, You did not utterly consume them or forsake them, for You are a
gracious and merciful God. (33)However, You are just in all that has come
upon us; for You have dealt faithfully, but we have done wickedly.
Devotional:
Many Christians believe that the Old Testament does not put much
emphasis on God’s grace; that the God of the Old Testament is a God
of judgement, vengeance, laws, and rules, while the God of the New
Testament is one of love, mercy, and grace. Nothing could be further from
the truth.
A.W. Tozer, in his book, The Knowledge of the Holy, says, “The Old
Testament is indeed a book of the law, but not of law only. Before the
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great flood, Noah ‘found grace in the eyes of the Lord’ (Genesis 6:8). After
the law was given, God said to Moses, ‘Thou has found grace in my sight’
(Exodus 33:17). God will always be himself, and grace is an attribute of
His Holy being. He can no more hide His grace than the sun can hide its
brightness. No one was ever saved other than by grace from Abel to the
present. Since mankind was banished from the Garden of Eden, none has
returned to the divine favor except through the sheer goodness (grace) of
God.”
God’s mercy is all through the Old Testament, starting with Adam and
Eve. After the Fall, God knew what they had done, yet He still came
to talk to them. (Genesis 3:8-11) God could have immediately executed
judgement with physical death because of their disobedience, but God
had mercy on them and although they were underserving, God promised a
solution through a descendant of Eve. (Genesis 3:15) God had mercy on
Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Rahab, David, and so
many more throughout the Old Testament. Just read the book of Judges to
see this cycle repeated.
The history of God’s chosen people is a story of God’s grace, over and
over again. The reading from Nehemiah comes after the Israelites had
returned to Jerusalem after the exile to Babylon. Under Ezra, the Temple
had been rebuilt and under Nehemiah, the walls of Jerusalem had been
rebuilt. The people had gathered to hear the reading of the Book of the
Law. As they listened to a recounting of their history, they were struck by
the cycle of disobedience, crying out to God, and how God in His mercy,
would hear them, forgive them, and come to their aid. This happened over
and over and over again. Yet God continued to show mercy to His chosen,
yet rebellious people. The Israelites then promised to follow all the laws
given by God to Moses.
John 1:17 says, “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ.” The law shows us that like the children of Israel,
we can’t keep the law and only through God’s grace that came by way of
Jesus, can we be forgiven – every day of our lives.
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Question to Consider:
The scripture from Nehemiah teaches us about God’s response to a sinful,
disobedient people. How does that give you hope?
Prayer:
Abba Father, thank you for Your unrelenting mercy towards me. I am
continually sinning and being disobedient. I know that I don’t deserve
Your love, compassion, and mercy, yet You forgive me each and every
time. You are righteous and Holy, while I am wicked. While I was still a
sinner, in Your mercy, You sent Your Son to die for me. Thank you, thank
you, my Lord. Amen.
Conclude with Silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
Isaiah 30:18 says, “Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore He
will rise up to show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice.
Blessed are all who wait for Him.” How has the Lord continued to show
you mercy? How has He blessed you this week?
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Devotional - Day 4

Day 4-– God’s Grace – Freedom in God’s Grace
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Romans 5:20-6:2, 6:12,14-18,22 (NIV)
(20)The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where
sin increased, grace increased all the more, (21) so that just as sin reigned
in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (1)What shall we say then? Shall we
go on sinning so that grace may increase? (2)By no means! We are those
who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? (12) Therefore do
not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. (14)
For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law,
but under grace. (15)What then? Shall we sin because we are not under
the law but under grace? By no means! (16)Don’t you know that when
you offer yourself to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the
one you obey – whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to
obedience, which leads to righteousness? (17)But thanks be to God that,
though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your
heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. You
have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. (22)
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of
God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.
Devotional
A.W. Tozer, in his book, The Knowledge of the Holy, says, “We can never
know the enormity of our sin, neither is it necessary that we should. What
we can know is that ‘where sin abounded, grace did abound much more.’”
This quote from Romans 5:20, means that no matter the depth of our sin,
God’s grace is more than enough. Paul understood that this justification
through faith apart from works could become a license to sin. Freedom
from sin is NOT freedom to sin! So Paul asks, “Should we keep on
sinning so that grace can increase? Should we keep on sinning because
we are now under grace?” He answers both questions emphatically – NO,
ABSOLUTELY NOT! The short reason is given in verse 2 –“How can
we who have died to sin, still live in it?” Dead people don’t sin.
Paul uses the rest of chapter 6 to explain why. First, when Jesus died,
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believers died with Him (vs. 5,6,8). Second, when Christ arose, believers
were made alive in Him (vs. 4b,5). Third, believers are commanded to
practice what we have become in Christ – dead to sin and alive to God.
(vs. 11,13). We can not use the excuse that we can’t help sinning or that
we can’t control ourselves. We do not have to keep sinning! The truth is
that the Holy Spirit gives us self-control. We are a new creation in Christ.
To continue to walk, act, and be the sinful person we used to be, makes
what Christ did on the cross null and void. We are forgiven! We are new!
Sin is a choice, not a compulsion. We are not slaves to the law now, so sin
does not have to rule us. If we keep on sinning, we are proclaiming sin as
our master. We can not claim Christ as our Lord and yet obey the desires
of the Old Self. Freedom in Christ is much more than liberation from the
law; it is more than an escape from wrath and hell. We have the freedom
to live in love, conforming to Christ’s image, free to enjoy the world on a
whole new level. We are free to give our lives completely to God and to
let Him do with us as He chooses (6:17-19). We do not have to give into
the excuses, the lies of sin. We are freed from sin, free to be righteous
children of God! I John 3:6 says, “No one who lives in Him keeps on
sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known Him.”
This doesn’t mean that we don’t sin, we do and we will. It says that we
no longer live a life of continual sin. When we do sin, God’s grace and
forgiveness are sufficient.
Question to Consider:
How do you live in your “freedom of grace”?
Prayer:
Father God, thank you for securing my freedom from sin through the death
and resurrection of Your son Jesus. Please help me through the Holy Spirit
to resist the temptation to continue in sin. Because of Your great mercy
and compassion, please forgive me when I do sin. I repent but need your
help to keep me from returning to my sin. You know everything about me
and my sin is not hidden from You. I am unworthy of your mercy and
kindness. All praise to God my merciful Father, forever and ever. Amen
Conclude with Silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider
Which way would you rather live – as a slave to God or a slave to sin?
Why?
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Devotional - Day 5

Day 5-– God’s Grace – God’s Gracious Judgment
Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: John 8:2 – 11 (NIV)
(2)At dawn He appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people
gathered around Him, and He sat down to teach them. (3)The teachers
of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery.
They made her stand before the group (4)and said to Jesus, “Teacher,
this woman was caught in the act of adultery. (5)In the Law, Moses
commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” (6)They
were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing
Him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with His
finger. (7)When they kept on questioning Him, He straightened up and
said to them. “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw
a stone at her.” (8)Again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. (9)
At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones
first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. (10)
Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?” (11)”No one sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn
you.” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
Devotional:
This story is about another incident where the Pharisees tried to embarrass
and discredit Jesus, but first and foremost, it is a beautiful illustration of
God’s grace. God fully intended for this sin of adultery to be punished to
the full extent of the law (Deut. 22:22). But the woman would not bear her
punishment. Jesus would be punished in her place (Isaiah 53:5-6). God
deals with guilty sinners on the basis of His grace and truth. This story
illustrates John 1:17, “For the law was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ.” The scribes and Pharisees had judged
this woman according to the law which clearly condemned her (and the
conspicuously missing man), but Jesus showed her grace.
All of us, like this woman, have been caught in the act of sin and stand
condemned by God’s holy law. Plus, God’s grace and love do not negate
His truth and justice. “The wages of sin is death.” (Rom. 3:23) Jesus
does not excuse this woman’s sin nor condone it. He chooses to show her
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grace. It is God’s privilege to show grace to us undeserving sinners. Even
though God extends grace to us, His justice and holiness must be upheld.
God’s grace is not without cost. It is upheld and paid for by Jesus when
He came to Earth to offer Himself as the perfect and final sacrifice for sin
that God’s justice demands.
The woman’s pardon was not dependent on her behavior, but it became the
motivation to change her behavior. God grants forgiveness as a free gift
to all who put their trust in what Jesus did on the cross for their sin. His
free grace then becomes the motivation to live in holiness to please the one
who gave Himself for us.
As we finish this week of studying the grace of God, let us sing along with
John Newton’s “Amazing Grace” as we praise and thank God for loving us
so much.
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found – was blind but now I see
Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come;
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.
And when this flesh and heart shall fail, and mortal life shall cease;
I shall possess within the veil, a life of joy and peace.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun;
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun.
(Chris Tomlin) My chains are gone; I’ve been set free. My God, my
Savior has ransomed me. And like a flood, His mercy rains. Unending
love, Amazing Grace!!!!
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Question to Consider:
How does it make you feel to know that Jesus personally paid the price for
you to enjoy God’s grace?
Prayer
Father, God. Thank you for your amazing grace that you freely give to a
sinner like me. Thank you for sending Jesus to pay the cost of my sins to
satisfy Your justice and holiness. Please help me to leave my life of sin
and live in the freedom of Your grace until Jesus comes again. Amen.
Conclude with Silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
How will you use your gift of grace to leave your life of sin behind?

108

Week
#7: God’s
Grace
Promise
Maker
/ Promise
Keeper
Series Outline - Spring 2018

GOAL:
Grace in its most simple definition may read like this: Grace is getting
something we do not deserve. When we apply God’s grace to the way
He created
treats us,
of image
our sin,
can be nothing
of awe inspiring.
God
manininspite
His own
for it
relationship
with Him.short
Unfortunately,
the fall (sin)
entered
the worldwe
by can
man’ssee
choice
which
resulted
in asuch
broken
relationship
with God.
In our into
humanity,
grace
acted
out in
ways
as radical
But God, in His grace and mercy made covenants (promises) with man to restore the
forgiveness.
Have
you
ever
of the
a family
someone
brokenness.
In this
series,
we’ll
walkheard
through
Bible toforgiving
see why and
how Godwho
madehad
these
murdered
a loved one?
While
amazes
us,ofwe
more
often
promises.
Furthermore,
we’ll see
whatthis
theydeservedly
mean for us as
followers
Jesus
Christ.
see humanity withholding grace at all costs. We often see an attitude that
Each week, you’ll have a community group discussion guide that corresponds to the
says, “I’ll
neverEncourage
forgive and
never
forget.”
does God
extend
weekend
sermon.
your I’ll
group
to read
throughHow
the discussion
guides
ahead of
time
and view
resources
attached.
discussion
be available
in the
grace?
We the
receive
God’s
savingThese
grace
throughguides
faith will
alone
when we
accept
Welcome
Center
every
weekend
and
be
available
to
download
from
the
church
website
Him as our Lord and Savior. The Word of God says that the Lord forgivesat
www.emmanuelbaptist.net.  We’re looking forward to learning and growing together
our past,
through
thispresent
series. and future sins, not holding them against us. (see Psalm
103:11-12; Isaiah 38:17; Micah 7:19; Romans 4:7-8) May this be an
encouragement to you this week as we explore God’s radical grace.

Series Schedule:

Sermon Dates:
Theme & Topic
Community Group
LOVING
GOD:
Meeting Dates
* Memory Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have
been
3/3/18
& 3/4/18
Purpose (Creation
Redemption)
- 3/9/18
saved,
through faith—and
this is& not
from yourselves, it is3/4/18
the gift
of
God — not by works,
so that no one can boast.”
3/10/18 & 3/11/18
Blessing (Abraham)
3/11/18 - 3/16/18
* 2 minutes of silence
3/17/18
& 3/18/18choose
Obedience
* Devotional:
one of (Moses)
the 5 devotionals for this week3/18/18
on the- 3/23/18
Grace
of God
to read aloud
to the -group.
3/24/18
& 3/25/18
Faith (David)
Palm Sunday
3/25/18 - 3/30/18
* Question to Consider: this will come from the devotional as well
3/31/18 - 4/1/18*
Resurrection Life (Christ) - Easter Sunday*
4/2/18 - 4/6/18*
* 2 minutes of silence
4/7/18 - 4/8/18

Power (The Holy Spirit)

BUILDING
4/14/18
- 4/15/18COMMUNITY:
Adoption (Lord of All)

4/8/18 - 4/13/18
4/15/18 - 4/20/18

* Growing Connected Questions
4/21/18 - 4/22/18
Hope (Kingdom Come)
4/21/18 - 4/27/18
- In your life, what is one small way you experienced grace? (ie…
Receiving a warning at a traffic stop instead of a ticket. Or, when
someoneGroup
stepped
when
did
have
to pay
the
*Your Community
may in
or may
notyou
meet
thisnot
week
dueenough
to Eastermoney
week. This
will be
etc..) Group leader & participants.
decided cashier.
by the Community
109

God’s Grace
- How does it feel to hear or think of these small examples of grace?
- What stood out to you from this past week’s message?
MAKING DISCIPLES:
* Bible Study Scriptures:
Read the following Scriptures out loud in the group: Ephesians 2:1-10;
Romans 6:1-4
* Questions:
- To fully understand grace, we need to consider who we were without
Christ and who we become with Christ. Observe these Biblical
truths concerning grace and what it does when we receive it in the
following chart. Spiritually, we were destitute, blind, unclean, and
dead. Our souls were in peril of everlasting punishment. But then
grace!
Who we were without Christ and
Grace:
We were born in sin. (Psalm 51:5)
We were guilty of breaking God’s
holy laws. (Romans 3:9–20, 23; 1
John 1:8–10)
We were enemies of God. (Romans
5:6, 10; 8:7; Colossians 1:21)
We were deserving of death and
unrighteous. (Romans 6:23a,
Romans 3:10)
We had no means of justifying
ourselves .(Romans 3:20)

Who we are in Christ with Grace:
Grace is what saves us (Ephesians
2:8)
Grace is the essence of the gospel,
meaning good news! (Acts 20:24)
Grace gives us victory over sin.
(James 4:6)
Grace gives us “eternal
encouragement and good hope”.
(2 Thessalonians 2:16)
Jesus Christ is the embodiment of
grace, coupled with truth (John 1:14)

- Which of the above truths make you appreciate God’s radical grace
more?
- Read Romans 6:1-4. In what ways do people abuse God’s grace?
How can we guard against doing this?
- Read Ephesians 2:1-10. According to these verses, how are our lives
described before we were made alive in Christ? What do these verses
tell us God has done for us because of His grace? According to verse
10, what should be our response to God’s grace?
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* Application:
- How does my understanding of the grace of God affect my
relationship with Him?
- If I truly understand and believe this about God, how will it affect the
way I live?
- What is God saying to me? What am I going to do about it?
* Daily Devotionals:
- Read the daily devotions for Week #7 “The Grace of God.”
*Going Deeper (The following are added optional resources for you
to help you grow in your understanding of this week’s attribute(s) of
God):
1 - If you want to take the challenge, get a copy of A. W. Tozer’s The
Knowledge of the Holy, and read chapter 19.
2 - Definition of grace
https://www.gotquestions.org/definition-of-grace.html
3 - Article on why Christians struggle with receiving grace
http://frankpowell.me/christians-struggle-grace
4 – Article on God’s grace
https://www.startingwithgod.com/knowing-god/gods-grace/
5 – Read Titus 3:3-8. Describe how our lives were before Christ made
us alive in Him. List what God, in His grace, has done for us. Use
this list to express your gratefulness to Him for all He has done.
What is to be our response to God’s grace? (see v. 8)
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Sermon Notes:
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Day 1– God’s Mercy

Devotional - Day 1

Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Psalm 103:8-12 (VOICE):
The Eternal is compassionate and merciful. When we cross all the lines,
He is patient with us. When we struggle against Him, He lovingly stays
with us—changing, convicting, prodding; He will not constantly criticize;
nor will He hold a grudge forever. Thankfully, God does not punish us for
our sins and depravity as we deserve. In His mercy, He tempers justice
with peace. Measure how high heaven is above the earth; God’s wide,
loving, kind heart is greater for those who revere Him. You see, God takes
all our crimes—our seemingly inexhaustible sins—and removes them. As
far as east is from the west, He removes them from us.
Devotional:
“When through the blood of the everlasting covenant we children of the
shadows reach at last our home in the light, we shall have a thousand
strings to our harps, but the sweetest may well be the one tuned to sound
forth most perfectly the mercy of God. For what right have we to be
there? Did we not by our sins take part in the unholy rebellion which
rashly sought to dethrone the glorious King of Creation? And did we not
in times past walk according to the course of this world, according to the
evil prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the sons of
disobedience? And did we not all at once live in the lusts of our flesh? And
were not by nature the children of wrath, even as others? But we who were
one time enemies and alienated in our minds through wicked works shall
then see God face to face and His name shall be on our foreheads. We who
earned banishment shall enjoy communion; we who deserve the pains of
hell shall know the bliss of heaven. And all through the tender mercy of
our God, whereby the Dayspring from on high hath visited us.”
A. W. Tozer - The Knowledge of the Holy
Question to consider:
Mercy is often described as God not giving us what we deserve, but
instead giving us what we don’t deserve. What do we deserve and what
has God given us instead?
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Prayer:
Lord, I thank you for your mercy, for not treating me as my sins deserve.
Instead You have offered forgiveness and pardon full and free through the
blood of Jesus Christ.
Conclude with Silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
In The Knowledge of the Holy, Tozer poses this question, ”Could our
failure to capture the pure joy of mercy consciously experienced be the
result of our unbelief or our ignorance or both? What might be hindering
you from experiencing the joy of His mercy?
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Day 2 – God is Just

Devotional - Day 2

Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Genesis 18:25
“Far be it from you to do such a thing – to kill the righteous with the
wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you!
Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
Devotional:
“It’s not fair!” I can’t count the times I’ve heard this or said it myself. We
as humans have an innate sense of wanting life to be fair. We want justice
for the underdog, and we want equality in our rights. So, when life seems
unfair, we cry out for relief. Yet, under our desire for justice, we know that
the world we live in is not fair, and many times we don’t see justice being
served, at least to our satisfaction or in our time frame.
In the midst of an unjust world, Scripture tells us that the God we serve is
just. According to the dictionary, this means that He does what is “morally
right and fair.” Abraham knew this about God when he cried out to God to
not destroy Sodom where his nephew, Lot, lived. He acknowledged God to
be “the Judge of all the earth,” and that He does what is right. But, because
He is God, He sets the standard of what is right and just. He does not have
to adhere to our finite, moral understanding of justice.
Not only does God set the standard for what is right, just, and fair, He lives
outside of time and sees everything, past, present, and future, while we
live within the constraints of our humanity and time. He knows beyond
our capacity what is best and just. This can create tension for us because
we don’t see or understand why things happen the way they do, but we are
called to trust our Lord, who is not only the God of Justice, but the God of
mercy, goodness, and love…even when life is not fair.
Questions to consider:
On a scale of 1-10 (1 being least, 10 being most), how would you rate your
level of trust in God when life seems unfair? What would need to happen
in order for you to move that number higher on the scale?
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Prayer:
Lord, I acknowledge that You are Lord over all, and all You do is right
and just, even when life is unfair. May I learn to trust You more and put
my hope in the fact that one day soon You will return and make all things
right again. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Questions to Consider:
Zechariah 7:9 – “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Administer true
justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. Do not oppress the
widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think
evil of each other.’” In what way can you “administer true justice” in your
sphere of influence? Is there a social justice issue that God may be calling
you to stand up for?
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Devotional - Day 3

Day 3 - God is Just and Merciful

Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Proverbs 28:5 Evil men do not understand justice, but those
who seek the Lord understand it completely.
Devotional:
God’s judgment is consistent with love. A God of justice must be a God of
love. God’s justice balances His love and makes His acts of both justice
and love meaningful.
The story of Lot, in the Old Testament (Genesis 18 and 19) is a great
example of God’s mercy, justice and love. God decided that the town
of Sodom, where Lot resided, was so evil that it had to be destroyed. In
response to Abraham’s request, God sent angel messengers to get his
nephew, Lot and his family, out of Sodom before He rained down fire and
brimstone on the towns of Sodom and Gomorrah. Lot was a good man
living in a city of evil people. The angel messengers gave Lot and his
family these instructions: Get out of town, run to a safe place, and don’t
look back. Evidently, they meant every word to be taken literally. Lot
and his family fled the city, but when Lot’s wife turned to watch the city
go up in flames, she was instantly turned into a pillar of salt. Lot and his
daughters survived the destruction of Sodom, but made some very poor
decisions following their escape from God’s judgment on the city.
God showed mercy and love to Lot and his daughters while justice was
carried out on the sinful cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. (Genesis 19:16)
As with everything, God redeemed the horrific story of the evil and sin
in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah through a descendant of Lot named
Ruth. Lot’s oldest daughter had a son, and she named him Moab; he is the
father of the Moabites of today. (Genesis 19:37) Ruth (from whose lineage
Jesus was born) was a Moabite who married an Israelite. That marriage is
the subject of the Book of Ruth, which is a beautiful story of redemption,
completely unlike the abysmal story of Sodom and Gomorrah. Out of
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the carnage of a city destroyed, which reveals our desperate need for
redemption, our Redeemer emerged.
Questions to consider:
How does the narrative of Sodom and Gomorrah confound you? In what
ways does this narrative encourage you in your walk with the Lord? How
do you feel knowing that God’s mercy and justice are work together?
Prayer:
Lord, I acknowledge that You are the God of justice and mercy. Even if/
when I don’t understand all your ways, may I place my trust solely in you.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Questions to Consider:
2 Peter 3:9 – “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone
to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” In what ways do you
think God is being “slow” in administering justice? How is His patience
merciful? How does this encourage you to be merciful and just?
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Day 4 - God is Just

Devotional - Day 4

Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: Amos 5:24 But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
Devotional:
Devotional: “I can’t believe the police officer gave me a speeding ticket.
It was a back road. I was only going 10 miles per hour over. It’s not like it
was a school zone. I tried to explain I was late for work but he didn’t care.
He was so smug, like he enjoyed writing up my fine. What a jerk.”
We’ve all heard these kinds of comments or have said things like this
ourselves. A person breaks the law and then blames the one who caught
them for the consequence. If we have this view of God then He is no more
than a police officer monitoring a speed trap on a back road somewhere.
But, what about the stories of thankfulness due to consequence?
I recently read this article from goodnewsnetwork.org. The article heading
read, “A bit of a rough patch in Tiffany Hall’s life led to an arrest. She
didn’t know it at the time, but years later, she’d be so grateful for that
turning point in her life, she’d actually invite her arresting officer to her
college graduation!”
Tiffany Hall first met Lieutenant Jim Foster when he was arresting her on
drug charges in Long Beach, California. The two had many encounters
as Tiffany was spiraling in drug addiction. Every time Lieutenant Foster
arrested Tiffany, he’d take her to jail and try to encourage her to leave her
current environment and get clean. While Foster was a compassionate
police officer, the consequence of the continual arrests led Tiffany to leave
her life of addiction and get sober. Then, five years later, Tiffany attributes
her turnaround to Lieutenant Foster and even invited him to her graduation
where there was quite the emotional reunion.
I believe that the Lord often uses justice to save us from ourselves.
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Consequence can serve as God’s nudging to leave a life of destruction and
enter into a life of freedom walking with Him. Justice, when administered
in love, is simply a picture of hope for a different future. While we may
have many questions about God’s justice, especially when or how He
chooses to administer it, we know this: God is good and He is good all the
time. When we must deal with the consequence of our sin, we are given
an opportunity to walk in light and freedom with the Lord.
Questions to consider:
What is your perception of God administering justice?
Prayer:
God, your justice and love go hand in hand. It’s sometimes hard for me to
see this especially when you’re administering justice to me. Help me see
your justice as love and compassion.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Questions to Consider:
Do you ever wonder why the Lord waits so long to administer His justice
to the evil you see in our world?
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Day 5 - God is Love

Devotional - Day 5

Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture: 1 John 4:7-8 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is
from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.”
Devotional:
“When the Scripture says “God is love” it is not defining God. When it
says “God is love” it means that love is an essential attribute of God’s
being. It means that God is the summation of all love so that all love
comes from God. And it means that God’s love, we might say, conditions
all of His other attributes, so that God can do nothing except He does it in
love. Love is something true of God but it is not God.” (A.W. Tozer “The
Attributes of God”)
Love is an attribute of God; a core aspect of His character. God’s love is
not in conflict with His holiness, sovereignty, righteousness, justice or
even His wrath. Everything God does is loving, just as everything He does
is just and right.
“As with all attributes, we can only begin to comprehend God’s love
in light of his other attributes. The love of God is eternal, sovereign,
unchanging, and infinite.” (R.C Sproul)
“It is a strange and beautiful eccentricity of the free God,” Tozer writes,
“that He has allowed His heart to be emotionally identified with men.
Self-sufficient as He is, He wants our love and will not be satisfied until
He gets it. Free as He is, He has let His heart be bound to us forever. God’s
love is active, drawing us to Himself. His love is personal. He doesn’t love
humanity in some vague sense, he loves humans. He loves you and me.
And His love for us knows no beginning and no end.” (A.W. Tozer “The
Knowledge of the Holy”)
“Grace teaches us that God loves because of who God is, not because of
who we are.” (Philip Yancy)
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“The totality of God’s love cannot be comprehended by us. It is of such
magnitude that we cannot fully understand it with our fallible human
minds. But it is a true love that provides the means through belief in
Jesus Christ to wash away all our sins, give us the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit with His guidance and comfort and ends in our eternal existence in
heaven.” (Cooper Abrams)
God is love. His love is very different from human love. God’s love is
unconditional and it’s not based on feelings or emotions. He doesn’t love
us because we’re lovable or because we make Him feel good; He loves us
because He is love. He created us to have a loving relationship with Him,
and He sacrificed His own Son (who also willingly died for us) to restore
that relationship.
Why then, with all this evidence, do so many of us still doubt God’s love?
Could it be we are looking at it from our own limited perspective: Since
we, as human beings, cannot love others unconditionally, do we doubt that
the Lord can love us unconditionally? After all, worldly logic considers it
reasonable to share our love with people who measure up to our standards,
yet we often avoid those who don’t.
Or maybe we feel unworthy of His love. So let’s be clear, no one is
worthy. God’s love is based not on whether we are deserving of His love,
but His love is based on His character. We need to understand that love
isn’t simply something God does; it’s who He is. (1 John 4:8).
“God’s love is pure. It’s just pure love. It’s lasting and unconditional, not
based on what we do or not do. It is eternal. It has always existed.” Charles
Stanley
Questions to consider:
How has your perception of God’s love changed or shifted during your
lifetime? What does it mean that love is not the definition of God but love
is an attribute of God?
Prayer:
God, your love is unimaginably amazing! Show us, through your Word,
the meaning of “God is Love”. Open our hearts and eyes to understand
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Your love. May we rest in Your unconditional and never changing love for
us.
Conclude with silence (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Questions to Consider:
How have the good events or sad events in your life influenced your
perception of God’s love?
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Week
#8: Justice,
Mercy and
Love
Promise
Maker / Promise
Keeper
Series Outline - Spring 2018

GOAL:
This week we are studying three attributes of God: His mercy, justice, and
love.
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www.emmanuelbaptist.net.  We’re looking forward to learning and growing together
through this series.

The following excerpt can help us reconcile God’s mercy and love with
His justice as we reflect on what Christ has done for us.

Series Schedule:
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May this week’s study of God’s mercy, justice, and love help us come to
a better understanding of how these attributes perfectly coexist in God’s
character, and how we are also called to reflect these aspects of His
character in our own daily lives.
LOVING GOD:
* Memory Verse: Micah 6:8: “He has showed you, O man, what is good.
And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.”
* 2 minutes of silence
* Devotional: choose one of the 5 devotionals for this week on the Mercy,
Justice and Love of God to read aloud to the group.
* Question to Consider: this will come from the devotional as well
* 2 minutes of silence
BUILDING COMMUNITY:
* Growing Connected Questions:
- Do you tend to see God more as the God of mercy, God of love, or
God of justice?
- What is the danger of having a one-dimensional view of God (i.e.
only as merciful, or only as just)?
- How would you respond to someone who professes to be a Christian
but says, “I believe in a God of love and mercy, but not a God of
judgment”?
- What stood out to you from this past week’s message?
MAKING DISCIPLES:
* Bible Study Scriptures:
Read the following Scriptures out loud in the group: Micah 6:8;
Romans 5:6-11
* Questions:
- Read Micah 6:8. What does the Lord require of us? How can we act
justly in our day-to-day lives? In what ways can we show we love
mercy? How can we nurture humility in our lives as we walk with
God? Who in your life needs to experience love from you most right
now? How about mercy? Justice?
- Read Romans 5:6-11. How do these verses show us God’s love? His
mercy? His justice? How did God reconcile His demand for justice
with His mercy and love?
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* Application questions:
- How does my understanding of God being a God of mercy, love and
justice affect my relationship with Him?
- If I truly understand and believe this about God, how will it affect the
way I live?
- What is God saying to me? What am I going to do about it?
* Daily Devotionals:
-Read the daily devotions for Week #8 “Mercy, Justice and Love.”
*Going Deeper (The following are added optional resources for you
to help you grow in your understanding of this week’s attribute(s) of
God):
1 - If you want to take the challenge, get a copy of A. W. Tozer’s The
Knowledge of the Holy, and read chapters 17,18 & 20.
2 – Quotes to consider: “The sinful condition of mankind presents us
with a dilemma: How can a holy, righteous God forgive our sins?
If He deals with us only on the basis of His justice, every human
being would suffer the eternal punishment of His wrath, which
their sins deserve. But if He extends mercy instead of justice, no
one would pay the penalty for sin, and God would then cease to be
just.
There was only one way the Lord could stay true to His nature and
at the same time forgive our sins. The solution was to satisfy His
justice by pouring out His wrath on a substitute. The penalty for sin
would be paid, and He would be free to extend mercy to sinners.
This is the only plan that accommodates both aspects of His divine
nature. So Christ came as our substitute; He took the punishment
for our sin, enabling us to experience the Father’s mercy. Now,
by placing faith in Jesus, anyone can be justified, that is, declared
legally righteous.” Charles Stanley
“We must always look at the cross on the dark background of
judgment. It was because God’s love for man was so intense that
He gave His Son, so that man would not have to face judgment.”
Billy Graham
3 – Article on God’s Love, Mercy, and Justice https://www.
bibleinoneyear.org/bioy/commentary/94
4 – Books on God’s love – Surrender to Love by David Benner
He Loves Me by Wayne Jacobsen
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Sermon Notes:
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Devotional - Day 1

Day1 - God’s Faithfulness

Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture Reading: Lamentations 3:22-23
“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness.”
Devotional:
Reflect on this poem written by Thomas O. Chisholm in 1923, (which was
turned into one of the great worship songs of the early 20 century) about
God’s faithfulness over his lifetime. After each section, write down how
God has been faithful to you.
Great is Thy faithfulness,
O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee,
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not,
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above;
Join with all nature in manifold witness,
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today, and bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.
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Question to Consider:
Why is it that we forget about God’s faithfulness to us each day?
Prayer:
Lord, I pray that my heart will soar when I remember to thank you for
your great faithfulness to me. May I turn to you always knowing that you
are ever true!
Conclude with silence and stillness before God (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
If you are God’s child, what does Lamentations 3:22-23 tell you about
your identity and hope?
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Devotional - Day 2

Day 2 - The Faithfulness of Jesus

Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture Reading: Matthew 26:30-35 (ESV)
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night.
For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will
be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”
Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will
never fall away.” Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night,
before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him,
“Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples
said the same.
Devotional
Have you wondered how Jesus looked when he made eye contact with
Peter after his denial? Did his face burn with wrath, or was it as peaceful
as the sound of God walking through the garden after Adam & Eve
sinned?
I think we can imagine it was what grace and truth look like. Though
Peter was broken by his sin, there was hope for his sinful broken heart.
Jesus warned Peter of his impending denial, but he also prepared Peter
for his impending forgiveness and restoration. “I have prayed for you that
your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your
brothers” (Luke 22:32).
Jesus’ faithfulness to God and future work on the cross would pay the
penalty for Peter’s pride, fear and shame. While Peter had been ashamed
of the truth, Jesus would bear shame in the name of truth. While Peter was
unfaithful, Jesus was faithful.
We all have our moments when we overestimate our devotion to God,
trust ourselves instead of his word, and are unfaithful to the one we love. A
rooster’s crow may not break the silence of our pride, but how sweet is the
sound of grace’s faithfulness. - Jackie Hill Perry
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Question to Consider
How can the truth of Jesus
help you live today like it did
for Peter?
Prayer
Lord Jesus, may I see what
the truth of your faithfulness
means for my life. May I see that in the middle of the pressures and
difficulties of this life, I can trust you for the outcome and be obedient to
you because of your faithfulness to me!
Conclude with silence and stillness before God (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
How does Jesus’ love for your life help you love others?

135

God’s Faithfulness

Devotional - Day 3

Day 3 - Our Faithfulness

Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture Reading: Matthew 7:24–27 (ESV)
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not
fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears
these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who
built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall
of it.”
Devotional
Faithfulness means to be trustworthy. There is only one who has ever been
trust worthy and that is Jehovah the God of the Bible.
C.S. Lewis says;
“Never, never pin your whole faith on any human being; not if he is
the best and wisest in the whole world. There are lots of nice things
you can do with sand; but do not try building a house on it.”
Much like love, our faith begins with the faithfulness of one greater
than ourselves. The source of everything begins with God. He is a firm
foundation!
He is faithful so we can be obedient…
…spouses…
…parents…
…children…
& friends.
The faithfulness of God leads us, it shows us the way. It is a firm
foundation which enables and strengthens us to live a life of obedience
that is dominated by love (1 John 4:18).
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Question to Consider:
What other things have you been using
as a foundation for your life?
Prayer:
Oh Lord, thank you for the firm
foundation you have given in Jesus.
Forgive me when I place my trust in something or someone other than
you. Thank you for your amazing grace!
Conclude with silence and stillness before God (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
What words would you use to describe Jesus being a firm foundation on
which to build your life?
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Devotional - Day 4

Day 4 - God’s Faithfulness

Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture Reading: 2 Pet. 3:8-9 (ESV)
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to
fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
Devotional
“Dear heavenly Father, thank you for being patient with our impatience.
You’ve never been late for anything. “Swiss timing” is tardiness,
compared to the precision of your faithfulness. You will send Jesus back
at just the right time, to finish making all things new. That grand Day will
happen, not a day early and not a day late.
And how we long for that Day. No more death, pain, or mourning; no
more knowing in part or loving in part; no more goodbyes or good
riddance; no more disappointing others or being disappointed; no more
betrayals or rejections; no more broken hearts or broken anything; no more
heartaches or even heartburn.
But Father, your faithfulness isn’t just tied to the timing of the second
coming, but to everything else you’ve promised as well. Indeed, there’s
no panic or second-guessing in heaven today. You’re not distracted or
perplexed about anything—that would be us, not you. Though it’s hard to
imagine why you haven’t answered certain prayers we’ve offered, with a
quick and big “Yes!” Nevertheless, you do all things well. You gave Jesus
for our sins; certainly we can trust you to give us everything else we really
need.
So grant us grace in our waiting, strength in our weariness, and wisdom in
our bewilderment. And in the meantime, help us to be more attentive to the
needs of others. Fill our hearts with kindness and gentleness, as we bear
one another’s burdens. So very Amen we pray, in Jesus’ compassionate
and grace-full name.” Scotty Smith
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Question to Consider:
In what things do you question God’s ability to be faithful to you and the
truth found in the Bible?
Prayer
Dear Lord, may I trust you with those things I just do not understand.
When life seems to go sideways may I not lose hope in you, the
faithfulness of your character and the truth found in your Word.
Conclude with silence and stillness before God (2 minutes)
Afternoon/Evening Question to Consider:
How does what you learn about God in 2 Peter 3:8-9 challenge how you
live with people?

139

God’s Faithfulness

Devotional - Day 5

Day 5 - Thankfulness for the Faithful One

Silence and Stillness before God (2 minutes) – prepare your heart and
mind to hear from God
Scripture Reading: Psalm 20:1
May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble!
May the name of the God of Jacob protect you!
Devotional
Today as you read the following verses about God’s faithfulness, may
they show you that living a life of thankfulness is not only vital but very
practical as we live for the glory of God every moment!
Deuteronomy 32:3–4
For I will proclaim the name of the LORD;
ascribe greatness to our God!
“The Rock, his work is perfect,
for all his ways are justice.
A God of faithfulness and without iniquity,
just and upright is he.
Proverbs 3:5–8
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your
own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the
LORD, and turn away from evil. It will be healing to your flesh and
refreshment to your bones.
As we finish Anchor for the Soul what are the top five things God has
shown you about Himself.
1.
2.
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3.
4.
5.
Prayer
Lord, thank you for making yourself
known to me. With the guidance of your
Holy Spirit and grace of Jesus may I grow
in my understanding of you all my days!
For I cannot trust that which I do not
know, and I want to know you!
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GOAL:
This week we are wrapping up our study on the attributes of God with
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is rare. It can be the unfaithfulness of a spouse, parent, friend, boss etc.
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Because of the hurt that we have experienced through the unfaithfulness
of others, we often avoid relationships that might prove to be good and
Schedule:
beneficial for us out of fearSeries
of being
hurt again. Although faithfulness
isSermon
what we
long for, it often eludes
leaving lasting consequences,
not
Dates:
Themeus
& Topic
Community Group
Dates
only in our horizontal relationships with people, but also in Meeting
our vertical
relationship
3/3/18
& 3/4/18with God.
Purpose (Creation & Redemption)
3/4/18 - 3/9/18
3/10/18 & 3/11/18

Blessing (Abraham)

3/11/18 - 3/16/18

3/31/18 - 4/1/18*

Resurrection Life (Christ) - Easter Sunday*

Let’s head into life seeking first the relationship with the One who is
3/17/18
3/18/18 He
Obedience
(Moses)
3/18/18
3/23/18
always&faithful.
will never
fail us! Our whole future lies
with -Him.
We
have
assurance
in
this
life
that
God
is
faithful.
In
The
Knowledge
of
the
3/24/18 & 3/25/18
Faith (David) - Palm Sunday
3/25/18 - 3/30/18
Holy, A.W. Tozer states:
4/2/18 - 4/6/18*

4/7/18 -“Every
4/8/18

Power
(The Holy
Spirit)
heart can
make
its own
application of this truth4/8/18
and - 4/13/18
draw from it such
conclusions as the truth suggests and
its own
4/14/18 - 4/15/18
Adoption (Lord of All)
4/15/18 - 4/20/18
needs bring into focus. The tempted, the anxious, the fearful, the
4/21/18discouraged
- 4/22/18
Hopeall
(Kingdom
Come)
- 4/27/18
may
find new
hope and good cheer in4/21/18
the knowledge
that our Heavenly Father is faithful. He will ever be true to His
pledged word.”

*Your Community Group may or may not meet this week due to Easter week. This will be
decided by the Community Group leader & participants.

This week as we look at the truth of the faithfulness of God, take in all
you have learned over the past nine weeks and let it bring you hope for the
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future and the relationships that will occupy the days ahead.
LOVING GOD:
* Memory Verse: Lamentations 3:22-23
“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness”.
*2 Minutes of Silence
*Devotional: choose one of the 5 devotionals for this week on the
Faithfulness of God to read aloud to the group
*Question to Consider: this will come from the devotional as well.
*2 Minutes of Silence
BUILDING COMMUNITY:
* Growing Connected Questions
- If there was something that you could have stay the same and never
change what would that be? Why this thing?
- Why is this so important to you?
- What stood out to you from this past week’s message?
MAKING DISCIPLES:
* Bible Study Scriptures:
Read the following Scriptures out loud in the group: Lamentations
3:22-23, Psalm 138:8, Psalm 46:10, 1 Corinthians15:55-57,
Romans 8:38-39
* Questions:
- What do we learn about God in these verses?
- When has it ever been difficult for you to trust in the faithfulness of
God?
- Over the last nine weeks we have learned so much about God
through His attributes that impact how we live our lives and interact
with others. The title to Psalm 20 in my Bible is Trust in the Name of
the LORD Our God - A Psalm of David. “May the LORD answer you
in the day of trouble! May the name of the God of Jacob protect you!
Psalm 20:1. Knowing that God is faithful, what attribute that we’ve
studied is going to have an immediate effect upon your life?
- How will trusting God affect your relationships with others?
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* Application Questions:
- How does understanding God being faithful – trustworthy – affect
my relationship with Him?
- If I truly understand and believe this about God, how will it affect the
way I live?
- What is God saying to me? What am I going to do about it?
* Going Deeper (The following are added optional resources for you
to help you grow in your understanding of this week’s attribute(s) of
God):
1 - If you want to take a challenge, get a copy of A.W. Tozer’s The
Knowledge of the Holy and read chapter 15.
2 - Take a few minutes to listen to the song Faithfulness by Hillsong
Worship 2015
3 - Look up these Articles online about God’s faithfulness:
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/life-is-fragile-but-god-isfaithful
www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/faithfulness-god
4 - For Parents:
www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/spiritual-growth-for-kids/
reflecting-gods-faithfulness
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